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ARE YOU 
ABSOLUTELY SURE 
THEY'RE ALL UNDER 


А. nat 


he 
UR 2 
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қоза Ты 
THAT TALL ONE OVER | 
THERE WITH THE 
RED BACKPACK AND 
THE BEARD, 15 НЕ 
DEFINITELY ONE OF 
YOUR YEAR WINES? 


HELD BACK TWO 
OR THREE YEARS, 


YEAR NINE, 
LET'S Go! 








WE'RE GOING TO LOOK AT A PAINTING THAT SO: WHO KNOWS 
REPRESENTS THE CULMINATION, THE WHERE WE 
PINNACLE оғ FIFTEENTH-CENTURY MIGHT FIND.. 
PORTRAITURE! 
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MISS, IS THE MONA LISA 
THE ONE WITH THE FAT 
ARSE AND A MISSING LEG? 








GET DOWN RIGHT NOW, YOU'RE GOING TO 
BREAK SOMETHING! 


ARGH... NO! 
MYRIAM, GET 
DOWN FROM 

THERE! 


2 / | 
YOURE IN АМ ART / / | CONTROL YOUR 


PUPILS. 


DO YOU REALLY THINK ШЕРЕ 
WORKING UNDER THE SAME 
CONDITIONS HERE? 





BUGGER OFF, OR TLL 
TELL MY CLASS TO 
TEACH YOURS A LESSON, 
YOU STUCK-UP 
ARSEHOLE/ 





| ——— =» = Ги SO SORRY, на на! 
DID YOU REALLY | TE THEY ARE ^ BIT ROWDY, 


SAY THAT TO | | الثم‎ | 4 AREN'T THEY! 






IT ISN'T FUNNY, LOC, 
I'M FED UP! 
.DO YOU EVER FEEL 
THAT WAY ABOUT 
YOUR JOB? 









WELL, I, FOR ONE, | 
HAVE HAD aner 


HEY, WANT 
SOME TEA? 


OH, I'D LOVE 


OH MAN, AN EMAIL 
FROM KARPOV. IT 
MUST BE ABOUT MY 
APPLICATION FOR PHD 

FUNDING! - 


RIAZ'S MOTHER 
STILL HASN'T 
REPLIED TO MY 
MEETING REQUEST - 
THAT'S Орр. 
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I'M QUITTING 
MY JOB AT 
THAT SHITTY 


FUCK YOU, 
COMP..! 


| — РТА! 


1 


/ 





—Á—— ‘DEAR JEANNE DARGAN, I'M 


SORRY TO INFORM YOU THAT 
YOUR PROJECT HAS NOT 


BEEN SELECTED FO? 
UNIVERSITY FUNDING.’ 


WHY DID YOU SAY YOU 
WERE QUITTING 
TEACHING THEN? Т. 


IT'S FINE! IT'S JUST 
FOR 3 YEARS! 





81 WOULD BE 


RESEARCH IF YOU ARE 
WILLING TO FUND THE 
PROJECT YOURSELF: 


WELL... TM HARDLY 
GOING TO CARRY 
ON TEACHING 
YEAR WINES WHEN 
I COULD BE 
TEACHING 
UNDERGRADS, LOC! 










VE-ES, BUT LOOK AT 
YOUR COUSIN MELANIE, 
SHE'S BEEN BOGGED 
DOWN IN HER THESIS 
FOR AT LEAST 
7 YEARS! 











T LOOK FORWARD 
TO YOUR REPLY. 
SIGNED, ALEXANDRE 
Кдерсу" 


ILL TAKE A SABBATICAL - YOU'RE 
OFFICIALLY ALLOWED TO TAKE A 
3-YEAR BREAK! 





MELANIE, HUH? 
THANKS FOR 
THE COMPARISON, 


SHE'S 4 TOTAL FLAKE, 
THAT'S HARDLY A 
SURPRISE! 


DON'T WORRY, ГМ 
GOING TO GET IT 
DONE IN 3 YEARS. 
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THE FIRST YEAR... 
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BRIGITTE CLAUDE HAS BEEN THE SECRETARY FOR THE DOCTORAL SCHOOL SINCE 1987. 


Маш 


маи 


OH, IT WAS OPEN |. 
AFTER ALL! T 





BRIGITTE CLAUDE HAS A SECRET TACTIC: FEIGNING GROSS INCOMPETENCE TO WEAR DOWN HER 
ADVERSARIES, UNTIL THEY EVENTUALLY STOP ASKING HER TO DO ANYTHING AT ALL. 


AH, NO, NEVER MIND! I 
CAN'T AFFORD TO 
SPEND ANY MORE TIME 


50, 
AUGUSTIN 
PIAN... 


PERHAPS YOU CAN 
RESUBMIT THE 
REQUEST FROM THE 
BEGINNING.. X 


IT MUST 
HAVE ВОТ 
LOST IN THE 


ГЫ. START WITH JUST BEST TO SEE HOW THINGS 
ONE SUPERVISOR AND 60 FIRST OF ALL.. 
SEE HOW IT GOES. 


Z= 


MER 


=== 


NEL !!!!!' 


YES! THE DOCUMENT WAS SENT 

АТ 210 PM ON THE 2874 SO YOU 

| SHOULD RECEIVE IT TOMORROW 
MORNING. 





/ , 
е ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT 
—— TO DO А 7 


FOR MY РНО_ YES, I'VE DREAMED 
OF DOING ONE 
FOR YEARS. 


I" 
WELL, THAT'S VEeY NICE, | x 
BUT YOU HAVE TO BE REALLY А / PARTY Я 


SURE, YOU KNOW, BECAUSE : i AH, WELL, 
60 PER CENT OF PEOPLE DROP < ; "c THAT'S A SHAME! 
М OUT OF THEIR PHD, ESPECIALLY - 


IN LITERATURE. 


SO BEFORE I OPEN 4 
FILE FOR YOU, AND PUT 
TOGETHER ALL THE 
PAPERWORK, THINK 
CAREFULLY. 


IT'S FUNNY: JUST BETWEEN YOU AND 
ME, HEARING THAT SO FEW MAKE IT 
THROUGH MAKES THE ADVENTURE EVEN 
MORE SPECIAL! 





IT’S A SPECIAL ADVENTURE 
ALL RIGHT. LOOK AT THESE 
PICTURES OF OUR PHD 
GRADUATES, SEE HOW MUCH 
THEY'VE AGED. 


GIVEN THAT VOU DON'T 
HAVE FUNDING, I 
WONDER... 













АН, YES.. I SEE 
WHAT YOU MEAN.. 


NO, LET'S DO IT! 
SO, AM I OPENING THE DON'T WORRY ABOUT МЕ. 
FILE OR DO YOU NEED ТО IT CAN'T POSSIBLY BE 
THINK ABOUT IT? MORE DEPRESSING THAN 
INNER-CITY TEACHING! 


YOU'LL NEVER GET А 
JOB AFTERWARDS, 
BUT OKAY. 


JUST DON'T COME BACK 
SAYING NO ONE WARNED YOU. 
AND NO COMPLAINING WHEN 
YOU'VE GOT NO MONEY AND NO 
FRIENDS LEFT.. 

















HE НЕ! AND WHAT ARE 
YOU UP TO TODAY? 


HELLO, JEANNE DARGAN, YOU'RE 
THE ведо STUDENT 
EVERYONE'S TALKING ABOUT. 


ОН SHIT, I'M SEEING 
KARPOV TODAY! 


Ти JUST DISCUSSING MY RESEARCH WITH 
ALEXANDRE KARPOV. YES, THE LEADING 
FRENCH EXPERT ON KAFKA.. 


/ YES, YOU KNOW, ГМ OFTEN 
COMPARED TO ROLAND 
BARTHES, WHICH IS FUNNY 
REALLY, SEEING AS WHAT 
I'VE ACTUALLY DONE 15 ТО 


PEOPLE ARE LINING UP 
TO COME AND HEAR 
YOUR PAPERS.. 





MORNING, 
MONSIEUR! 


OH NO, HOW EMBARRASSING, 
MY HANDS ARE ALL WET! 





x WOAH NOW! I ABSOLUTELY MUST NOT COME | 


ACROSS AS A CHEERY 
HOUSEWIFE-IN-THE-MAKING.. 


GOOD MORNING, MONSIEUR! 50 
PLEASED TO MEET YOU! 


I SHOULD 
BE COOL, 
DETACHED, 
SOPHISTICATED, 


AND 
[ А MYSTERIOUS. 





YES, THAT'S IT. THE CHARM OF A LUNATIC TOO 
ABSORBED IN THEIR STUDIES TO 
CARE WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK. 
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DAMN, TM SLEEPING AT LOIC'S 


I HOPE HELL BE OKAY WITH TOWIGHT AND I'VE FORGOTTEN A 


ME CHANGING THE TITLE OF 


MONSIEUR, I THINK THE NOTION OF SPACE WOULD BE MORE 
APPROPRIATE THAN THAT OF PLACE IW THIS INSTANCE. 


I'M SICK OF SWITCHING BETWEEN کے‎ MONSIEUR, AFTER CAREFUL 
APARTMENTS. т NEVER HAVE REFLECTION, Т THINK WE'RE 
ON THE WRONG TRACK WITH THE 
IDEA OF PLACE. 
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SO! WE'LL CONTINUE ІМ THIS 
VEIN NEXT TIME BY LOOKING 
MORE CLOSELY AT THE 
STRATEGIES OF MANIPULATION 
USED BY THE VICOMTE DE 

- VALMONT. 
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YOU WILL SEE THAT WHEN 


SO IF ANYONE IN THIS LECTURE THEATRE 
ONE STUDIES DANGEROUS 


RECEIVING ONE BEFORE LONG! 


THANK YOU FOR LISTENING SO ATTENTIVELY. TO 
REMIND YOU, I'LL BE AWAY ON RESEARCH LEAVE 
IN ROME FOR THE NEXT MONTH, SO I'LL SEE 
YOU BACK HERE ON 4TH DECEMBER! 


р VE 44524 7 
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THE ONLY TIME OF THE ШЕЕК HIS STUDENTS САН BE SURE TO FIND 
ALEXANDRE KARPOV ON CAMPUS IS ON TUESDAYS, AFTER HIS LECTURES. 





IT'S A NIGHTMARE OF A DAY FOR KARPOV. 
EVERY SINGLE PHD STUDENT WHO HAS SENT HIM THEIR WORK COMES TO SEE IF HE'S READ THEIR 
PILE OF CRAP YET. 


HELLO, 


eer MONSIEUR! 


MONSIEUR! 
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I UNDERSTAND, 


Ти. READ YOUR 
WORK AS SOON AS 


DON'T MENTION IT, 
ADEUNE, I'M JUST 
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ITS NORMAL TO GO 
THROUGH DIFFICULT 
PERIODS WHEN YOU'RE 
WRITING A THESIS 


THANK YOU! WIHOUT YOU 
ГР HAVE GONE MAD 
BY NOW! 


ша И 
ї 


OH JESUS, 
IT 15 MY JOB. 











I CAME ESPECIALLY 
TO SEE YOU, AND 
you SAW тнат I was 


MINA 


ша 
| : VI 


COME ON, SHE'S THE LAST 
ONE AND SHE'S NEW: SMILE, 
SAY YES TO EVERYTHING AND 
THEN WE'RE OUT OF HERE. 










€ 
I THINK MAYBE MY SUBJECT 
ISN'T VERY WELL DEFINED 


AND THAT IT WOULD 
PROBABLY BE BETTE? TO 
LOOK AT ‘THE LABYRINTHINE 
MOTIF Ш THE WORKS OF 
SO! WHAT BRINGS KAFKA’ RATHER THAN ‘THE 
YOU HERE? LABYRINTH IN THE WORKS OF 
KAFKA, BECAUSE THAT 
WOULD THEN OPEN UP A 
WHOLE FIELD OF ENQUIRY 
ON THE AUTHOR'S 
RELATIONSHIP WITH. 






a 
IT'S TRUE THAT SHE ENOUGH TO CRUSH UNLESS SHE'S DIVERTING 
TAKES MY TALLY UP TO 7 NATHALIE: HOW MANY MY ATTENTION TO KAFKA 
PHOS ON KAFKA.. IS SHE ОН? SO SHE CAN TAKE THE 


LEAD ON KUNDERA.. 


THAT WOULD BE 
JUST LIKE HER, 
THE SLY OLD 
BAG! 

A 












SHE WANTS TO PLAY HARDBALL, 
WE CAN PLAY HARDBALL. 


WHY ISN'T HE 6 юү 
ANYTHING? MAYBE НЕ THINKS 
I'M NOT INTELLECTUALLY ) 
мє UP TO IT. -- 












YOUR LINES OF 
RESEARCH ARE 
ALREADY VERY WELL 






IT'S IMPRESSIVE 
AT THIS STAGE ІМ 
YOUR THESIS! 


DEVELOPED. 





LISTEN.. I DON'T WANT 
TO INTERFERE WITH 


YOUR THINKING WHILE 
IT'S STILL ІМ 
DEVELOPMENT. 
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OH SHIT, 
SHE'S 
STOPPED 
TALKING... 







AT THIS RATE, YOU'LL 
BE THE OWE 
SUPERVISING ME 









OH NO, HE HE, I'M 
A LONG WAY OFF! 






иг‏ د 













HERE, I'VE FINISHED 
FILLING OUT THE GRANT 
FORMS! 


ARE YOU JUST STARTING 
YOUR PHD, JEANNE? 


„НА JUST ASKED ME ТО 
TEACH THE COURSES HE 
WAS SUPPOSED TO GIVE THE 
NEW GRAD STUDENTS/ 








JEANNE, LET ME INTRODUCE 





AH, I SOT IN TO 


YOU TO JUSTINE MARTHE, MY || BUSINESS SCHOOL 








JUSTINE, BRILLIANT PHD RESEARCHER || PARIS TOO, BUT 
YOU'RE AN AND TEACHING ASSISTANT. I TURNED 

THEM DOWN! 
ANGEL! SHE GOT THE TOP MARKS IN 











HER YEAR YOU КНОШ! 


I'M IN MY SECOND YEAR, AND I'M 
NOWHERE NEAR FINISHING BECAUSE OUR 
TERRIBLE SUPERVISOR. 


МО PRESSURE! I MEAN, 
I ONLY GRADUATED 
TWO YEARS AGO 













HA HA, JUSTINE, VOU 
SHOULDN'T HAVE 
ACED THE EXAMS IN 
THAT CASE./ 
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WELL, TVE BEEN 
TEACHING IN A HIGH 
SCHOOL UNTIL THIS 
YEAR AND.. 




















HOW ABOUT 
YOU, JEANNE? 
WHAT'S YOUR 
BACKGROUND? 


WELL, I DON'T 
THINK IT MAKES 
ANY 








DID YOU DO A 


MASTERS IN DIFFERENCE 


AT ALL. 
JUST A PGCE 





EXAM GRADES DON'T TELL COME BACK AND SEE ME IN 
YOU ANYTHING AT ALL ABOUT THEY GIVE YOU 4 JEANNE, I 3-4 MONTHS FROM NOU SO 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE, YOU GOOD IDEA, BUT HAVE TO GET I САМ CHECK YOU'RE STILL 
KNOW! THAT'S ALL. MOVING IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION! 


SEE YOU SOON. I CAN'T 
WAIT TO READ 
YOUR WORK. 


THANK YOU 
SO MUCH! 
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Т CAN'T WAIT то єє © ۱ 
your WORK. 


Р. 





УД HEY! LUCIE, leg 


L^ 


— 
лақ 2923; 


хаж” e 
ТІЗЕГІ WE'RE ОМЕР) 
NESS к LN NN 





Ти SO SORRY, TURNING UP LATE AFTER NO, NO, DON'T WORRY ABOUT ІТ: 
YOU'VE BEEN QUEUING IN THE RAIN! LISTENING TO JEANNE TALKING 
ABOUT HER MEETING WITH HER 


SUPERVISOR FOR 50 MINUTES 
HAS BEEN A REAL THRILL 













ь ; T р - 
і ٢ 2 š 222” 
ОН YEAH, SO HOW'D IT 
60 WITH KARPOV? OH бор, IT WENT 
HERE WE BRILLIANTLY! 
тен 60 AGAIN. 
mt 
A کے‎ j pos rih Mg 
a ۹ 2 | // | (а) 
| ^^ Z m 0 











6, 





JUST 
FULL OF MEANIN 
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YOU KNOW? 








THAT WAS.. 


WITH THIS LOOK.. 


x 
= 
= 
o 
2 
: 
نیا‎ 
Y 
& 
x 


с 
x Š 
Ер 
на 
du 

š 





n Å 

7 eu 
& $8 фы., 
Еа: шш > ш РА 
: шоо. Q 
4:9 < ЕЕ š Š < 
FE хо چ‎ шъ? 
' ' = LOO 
zu 3 RE ба? 

33 š Ë S ES 

13 ЕФ n 

T pe 





ONE THING'S FOR SURE, 
ONCE I GET GOING THERE'LL 
BE NO STOPPING ME! 


-THEN AGAIN, IT'S NORMAL 
TO WASTE SOME TIME 
AT THE BEGINNING. 


OKAY, LET'S BE HONEST, 


I'VE DONE SOD- ALL 
FOR THE PAST 
3 WEEKS. 


IT'S ALL JUST 4 QUESTION 
OF FORMING HABITS, IN 
THE END 


IT'S A GOOD THING TERM'S 
STARTING, ITLL GIVE ME 
SOME STRUCTURE. 





IT'S МОТ REALLY A 
LECTURER JOB, ITS 
CALLED A TEMPORARY 
TEACHING POST! 


LL BE TEACHING UNDER- 
GRADS, LIKE 4 UNNERSITY 
PROFESSOR. 





Å AH YES _ JEANNE DARGAN. YOU'LL 
/ HAVE CLASSES ОМ 
TUESDAYS 10 TILL 2. 
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.FOR THE SECOND YEAR 
COURSE ON MEDIEVAL 
HENRI BREUIL LITERATURE! 


H © 
AN IDEA THAT Е (<% ۸ УХ | 
SET THE WORLD ESN A х | 
А: NT R 


ч 


Ж \ 
| \ Ч 


LANs 


| IN ) 
AA | 
“==> | ОН. ОН MEDIEVAL 
z LITERATURE?! 
> 


WHY, AREN'T YOU 
QUALIFIED TO TEACH 


SYLVIE LALUSSE, ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE LITERATURE DEPARTMENT AT PARIS XXII, 
IS CONVINCED THAT SHE HAS ñ REAL SIXTH SENSE FOR GAUGING NEW TEACHERS. 


FILL IN THIS FORM FOR ME AND SEND IT 


ГЦ. TELL FRANCOIS BACK WITH THE NECESSARY NO GOING 
ГМ NOT CONVINCED BY HER, DOCUMENTS. BACK 


ALL THE SAME. кош! 


I'M МОТ SURE 
WE'RE BETTING 
OW THE RIGHT 
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MEDIEVAL LITERATURE, FOR GOD'S 
SAKE.. EVERYTHING I KNOW ABOUT 
THE MIDDLE AGES I'VE LEARNED 
FROM GAME ОҒ THRONES.. 
ROBIN HOOD AT А PUSH... 


Үү — =: = — Мі 
1 WU 1 (С Час Аб 1 
ТАК C NNUS 
15 ise vel 


г. Є 


DN 
ХОМА АР 
КҮҮ 


SE SN 


-I'M IN WORK 
LOCKDOUN. 





THE BNF, NATIONAL LIBRARY OF FRANCE, IS ñ SECOND HOME FOR ALL PARISIAN PHD STUDENTS. 


ІШІ 

Ши 
ИДП 
ШИГЕ 
ШІП 





PARTLY BECAUSE IT HOLDS МОРЕ THAN 14 MILLION BOOKS, BUT, ABOVE ALL, BECAUSE THERE'S A SPACE 
ON THE ‘LOWER GROUND’ FLOOR RESERVED FOR RESEARCHERS. 
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WHEN YOU ARRIVE, YOU HAVE TO EMPTY YOUR BAG, PLACE THE CONTENTS IN A TRANSPARENT FOLDER 
AND LEAVE YOUR COAT IN THE CLOAKROOM.. 


USE YOUR CARD TO GET 
«THAT TAK 
THROUGH TO A LIFT. - 





THEN TO SOME COMPUTERS 
WHERE YOU HAVE TO CONFIRM 
THE NUMBER OF THE DESK 
VOU RESERVED THE NIGHT 
BEFORE. 





THE FINAL HURDLE IS TO SUBTLY APPROPRIATE ONE OF THE ELECTRIC SOCKETS ON THE TABLE, 
TO PLUG IN YOUR LAPTOP BEFORE ORDERING UP YOUR BOOKS. 


DARN IT! I FORGOT TO 
PLUG IN MY COMPUTER. 


AAH DAMN! 





ШЕ а 


ЗЕАКСН: 

REFERENCE WORKS 
MEDIEVAL LITERATURE 
JUSTINE, 


SORRY TO 
BOTHER YOU... 


RESULTS: 
189,000 WORKS 










I SAW ON THE WEBSITE THAT YOU'VE 
TAUGHT SECOND YEAR MEDIEVAL 
LITERATURE. 


YOU KNOW, JEANNE, IF 
EVERYONE DID THE SAME THING, 
AND TAUGHT THE SAME 
CLASSES, THE UNIVERSITY 
WOULD во DOWNHILL. 


SEARCH: 
REFERENCE WORKS 
MEDIEVAL LITERATURE 


RESULTS: 
STILL 189,000 WORKS... 







AND I WONDERED IF YOU D 
MIND LENDING ME YOUR 


FOR THE SAKE OF OUR 
INSTITUTION, I CAN'T GIVE 
THEM TO YOU. 





-ТТ WOULD SAVE МЕ 
SO MUCH TIME IF | 
HAD AN EXAMPLE TO 
WORK FROM! 





I SHOULD GET 
BACK TO WORK. IF YOU 
NEED ANYTHING AT ALL, 

JUST ASK! 





EXCUSE ME, MADAME, DO 
YOU KNOW WHERE Т CAN 
FIND THE MOST IMPORTANT 
WORKS OF MEDIEVAL 
LITERATURE? 





| 


утту mm, 


| ШІ 1 i 
ПІ Ш Ш 


IN шщ | 
AA | \' ІШІ! 
















DO YOU WANT TO READ 
ME YOUR LESSON AND 
TILL TELL YOu? 







SO, I'M GOING TO START BY READING 
THEM AN EXTRACT FROM PERCEVAL, 
TO BRING IT TO LIFE. 


ка [n 1. 


Нед EVAL LEANT ON до 
T То ТНЕ KING 
FFERING AND Т 





ЕХСИЗЕ МЕ! 
YOUNG MAN? 
EXCUSE ME! 





4 
DO YOU KNOW WHERE 
AH RRIES, 
I MIGHT FIND THE JEAN-JAURES жы زو‎ 
ROOM PLEASE? | 
| (28 Y = 1 тэс 
| -= `w Ра 





SHIT, HE MUST HAVE | 
READ UP ON IT. HE'S I SHOULDN'T HAVE SKIPPED 


THE MIDDLE AGES GOING TO REALISE ТМ AN THE LYRIC POETRY OF 
BLOW MY MIND. IMPOSTOR. ТМ DOOMED.. RUTEBEUF. 


BUT THEN, HYGIENE-WISE, 
YOU HAVE TO ADMIT THEY 
WERE PRETTY RANK! 





QUICK, FIND A SEAT 
BEFORE THE TEACHER 
GETS HERE! 


SHE SEEMS 
SO TENSE - 
IT'S PRETTY НОТ. 
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~AND THAT'S WHY THE CELTIC-SPEAKING INHABITANTS OF GAUL GRADUALLY 
TOOK UP LATINATE LANGUAGES.. 


= 
| H A 
| SHIT, I'VE ONLY LV | I'VE 6OT 
SPOKEN FOR | ЧО MINUTES 

1 HOUR AND 

10 MINUTES. 


--- 


DON'T РАМІС, ТНЕ САМ DOES ANYONE 


SMELL FEAR. HAVE ANY QUESTIONS? 
سی‎ 
( 00 SOMETHING 
ANYTHING. 
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FOR THE 










END-OF-TERM BECAUSE IF IT'S JUST 
EXAMS, WILL THERE A COMMENTARY THEN 

BE AN ESSAY I'D RATHER DO THE 
OPTION OR JUST A RENAISSANCE 










COMMENTARY? COURSE WHERE THEY 


HAVE AN ESSAY TOO. 














THEY'RE JUST 
BABIES 
AFTER ALL. 





WE HAVE 30 MINUTES 
LEFT. WHO WANTS TO 

READ THE SONG OF 
ROLAND? 
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VES, THERE 
WILL BE BOTH! 
















IM FASCIMATED BY THE CHANSONS DE _WHICH SOURCES YOU USED WITH 


GESTE, AND ТО LOVE TO KNOW.. REFERENCE TO MONT-DOL, AS IT 
SEEMS TO ME THAT A SIXTEENTH- 
CENTURY DEBATE.. 


WHO'S THIS 


-PROVED IT HAD BEEN CONVERTED 


TO CHRISTIANITY IN THE A BORED PENSIONER WHO'S COME TO FINE, Т 


BORE THE HELL OUT OF THE REST OF Ç STAY CALM AND 
US, JUST MY LUCK! ; 


PERSONALLY, T THINK 
THAT THE RIVER SELUNE 
IS AN INSUPERABLE 
BARRIER AND.. 










IT'S AVERY CONTROVERSIAL QUESTION WHICH, I THINK. I'D REALLY UKE ТО FISH. FOR YOU ALL 


TO READ THE SONG OF ROLAND! 


імеер TO GET “YN < 22000 
zm 


RID OF THAT GUY. I'LL 60 TO THE ADMINISTRATION AND 
> REPORT HIM FOR ODD BEHAVIOUR! 


NO, THAT WON'T WASH.. 





CHATTE? CHATTER 


50 ГЦ. SEE YOU ALL NEXT 


WEEK TO TALK ABOUT 
CHATTER CHATTER 
COURTLY LITERATURE IM THE 
TWELFTH CENTURY. 





I'M SO GLAD TO HAVE 


FOUND YOU - YOU LEFT 


AMEN 


!j 


iu 25, 
1 рыз Å 


1 m jn al f 


BUT SERIOUSLY, MAKING PEOPLE 

WORK FOR 6 MONTHS BEFORE 

THEY GET A PENNY - WHAT ARE 

THEY THINKING, THAT WE WERE 

ALL BANKERS BEFORE WE GOT 
THE 208?! 


649 EUROS IN COUNCIL 


^" IT DRIVES ME MAD THAT THE 
UNI DOESN'T РАУ ITS 
TEACHING STAFF TILL THE END 
OF TERM. 


TAX, JEEZ! 


с e 


ЖЕ 
18 Ху Jal 


29:07 





| 


HELLO, I'M HERE TO 
SEE MONSIEUR 
LANRION! 


VERY WELL, 
THANKS! 50, ARE 
THINGS STILL 
GONG WELL АТ 
SCHOOL? 


6000 MORNING, 
HOW ARE YOU? 






„BECAUSE I'VE TAKEN А 
SABBATICAL TO DO A 
РНО! 















Ти LET HIM 
KNOW YOU'RE 
HERE. 










WELL, ERRR. THATS WHY 
I'M HERE TO SEE YOU ACTUALLY: 
AS YOU'VE PROBABLY 
NOTICED, I'M NOT 
BEING PAID MY SALARY ANY MORE.. 










I HAVE ñ COUSIN WHO'S 
DOING а PHD. 






AND HAS BEEN FOR 
6 YEARS... 






I SHOULD KNOW BECAUSE I LOOK AFTER 
HIS ACCOUNT. 












IT'S НО DREAM 
JOB, EITHER! 


NO PROPERTY, NO CASH 
SAVINGS, NO STOCKS AND 
SHARES ISA, NOT EVEN A 

FIXED-RATE BOND. 


AT 32 YEARS 
OLD! 





HE DOES TEACHING STINTS AT A IT MAKES YOU WONDER WHAT 


UNIVERSITY AND JUST IMAGINE - HE THOUGHT HE'D 
THEY ONLY PAY HIM AT THE END GET OUT OF IT, WORKING FOR 


OF EACH TERM - AND EVEN THEN SUCH A тне 
IT'S А PITTANCE! ORGANISATION! 


SO! WHY DID YOU 
WANT TO SEE ME? 









YES, SO, I'VE 


COME TO ASK I'M ON SABBATICAL BUT I 


COULD START 
TEACHING AGAIN AT ANY TIME, 
WHICH IS AN EXCELLENT 
GUARANTEE! 


ABOUT A LOAN 









BUT I TRUST YOU. 
YOU'RE GOING BACK 
TO TEACHING IN TWO YEARS, 





I CAN'T LEND YOU MORE THAN 
2,000 EUROS. NORMALLY, T WOULD 

BLOCK YOUR EXISTING 
OVERDRAFT DUE TO 6 
CHANGE IN CIRCUMSTANCES. 


ШИ 




















IN 2 YEARS 
















ABSOLUTELY. 
7 MONTHS, 
ONCE I FINISH AND NOT 4 DAY 
MY PHD. MORE. 





HMM, WHERE CAN 
I FIND CHRISTMAS 
PRESENTS FOR 
1 EURO..? 


HECTOR AND BENOIT, 

STOP STUFFING YOUR 

FACES WITH CRISPS, 
FOR GOD'S SAKE! 





> ANG) 
À D. ФУ, | WELL THEN, CHILDREN, DO 
| A В 4 YOU FANCY WATCHING A 


241) DO VOU ШАМТ TO 


60 AND WATCH 


SHE'S SUCH A LUMP I WAS WARNED ABOUT 
AT THE MOMENT, TEENAGE REBELLION - Т 
IT'S DRIVING ME WAS PREPARED.. 

UP THE WALL/ 


BUT SEEING HER ОН, YOU KNOW, IT ISN'T 
DRAGGING HERSELF ALWAYS JUST THE 
AROUND LIKE Å GREAT TEENAGE YEARS: MY 
DAUGHTER 15 27 AND 15 
COMPLETELY OUT OF 
TOUCH WITH REALITY, IT'S 


BACK OFF, DAD! IT'S NOT MY FAULT 
THE UNIVERSITY ONLY PAYS ME AT THE 
END OF TERM! 












——ÓMÀ 
WELL, FOR THE MOMENT, I HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE 


IT'S JUST ñ LOAN. Ги PAY TO PROPERLY START MY RESEARCH. 


VOU BACK AS SOON 5 1 
GET PAID, OKAY? 





WOAH, YOU'LL NEED 


I'M SPENDING ABOUT 50 HOURS A 
| TO PICK UP THE PACE 
WEEK PREPARING THE 4 HOURS OF l А BIT. THAT DOESN'T | 


/ 
LECTURES I GIVE TO UNDERGRADS: SOUND VERY керт 


ТО МЕ! 


I'M WORKING ON THE PARABLE 
OF THE GATES OF THE LAW Ш 
THE TRIAL BY KAFKA, 
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I'M GOING TO SOUND LIKE AN IDIOT, BUT I'VE NEVER ЇГ | 
READ ANY KAFKA. ї AH, WELL, TLL 
TELL YOU ABOUT ITS 


"67 РЫН THE PARABLE! FASCINATING, 







L| I TRIED THE CASTLE YOU'LL 
ONCE BUT I COULDN'T | | LIKE IT/ 
GET PAST PAGE 30 
WITHOUT NEARLY 
DYING OF BOREDOM. 


ITS THE STORY OF А MAN WHO COMES TO THE GATES 
WISHING TO GAIN ENTRY INTO THE LAW. 


КТІ 2 ДАЛА) ÅTTE (7 
32-00 нэр | ۱ انامه‎ + A oe + 


o— ~ — يي‎ л 1| 


WELL, HE WANTS 
TO KNOW WHO MAKES 
: THE LAWS AND IF THEY'RE 
WHY DOES HE 60 ۳ 11:24 | WEMMT в! LEGITIMATE. 
TO THE GATES OF | | | 
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HE TELLS HIM THAT BEHIND HIM THERE ARE 7 MORE GATEKEEPERS, 
SO, ANYWAY, THIS GUY WHO ARE EVEN MORE POWERFUL, AND THEY'RE SO STRONG THAT 
WANTS TO GO IN, BUT EVEN HE IS AFRAID OF THEM! 


THE GATEKEEPER 


DENIES HIM ENTRANCE. 





THE MAN IS HESITANT TO FORCE HIS WAY IN. HE ASKS THE GATEKEEPER IF HE MIGHT COME 
BACK LATER AND HE REPLIES: LATER, MAYBE’ 


| GAAH, THAT'S SO 
ANNOYING! IT'S à YES Ой 
НО - I MEAN, WHO SAYS 
'"MAVBE'?/ 


SHH! FOR GOODNESS' 
SAKE, YOURE MUDDLING 
EVERYTHING UP! 





SEASONS PASS. 
NNN Mas XY | N DAN 








HE TRIES TO BRIBE THE GUARD, 
HE TRIES MANY THINGS, BUT 


NS л `w SA 


NOTHING WORKS. 





HE SENSES HE WILL DIE SOON, SO HE ASKS 
THE GATEKEEPER: 


ч THIS GATE WAS | 
TELL ME å 


- iz |“ NOW THAT YOU 
zÄ MADE FOR YOU 1 
BEFORE ) А МЕ ARE DYING, ТМ 
% LUNE j 
I DIE | : „п OING TO SHUT IT 





HOW 15 IT THAT 
I'VE NEVER SEEN 
ANYONE ELSE TRYING 


TO ENTER N 
ALL THOSE YEARS? 
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WELL, ACTUALLY, WHO 
KNOWS? IT'S A MYSTERY, ШЕ 
CAN ONLY SUGGEST 
INTERPRETATIONS! 


РРЕТ.. OBVIOUSLY 

HE SHOULD HAVE 

GIVEN UP AT THE 
BEGINNING! 


WELL THEN, YOU'LL LET US 
KNOW ONCE YOU'VE COME UP 
WITH THE ANSWER! 


| THAT'S EXACTLY IT - THERE 
15 NO ANSWER - THAT'S 
WHAT SHE'S JUST TOLD YOu: 


WHAT'S SHE 
LOOKING ҒОР IN 
THAT CASE? 


I MUST ADMIT THAT EVEN IN = PLUS IT'S PRETTY HARD ТО 


FILMS, IF WE NEVER FIND OUT 
THE ENDING I GET 4 BIT 


IDENTIFY WITH Å GUY WHO 
JUST SITS AND WAITS AND 
DOES NOTHING! 


THAT'S THE LAST 
TIME I'M TALKING 
TO THEM ABOUT MY 
WORK! 





GRRRR, YOU SHOULD BE MORE EFFICIENT. 
HUH! HAS SHE EVE? GIVEN AN HOUR-LONG 
LECTURE? IDIOT! 





I FEEL DEPRESSED. 
CHRISTMAS REALLY GOT 
ME DOWN. NO OWE IN MY 

FAMILY UNDERSTANDS 

WHAT Ти DOING. 


I'M SICK OF BEING ON MY OWN 
ALL THE TIME. I HAVE NO CONTACT WITH ANY 
OF THE OTHER PHD STUDENTS, ОЕ WITH THE 
TEACHING STAFF. DO YOU THINK ГМ 
DOING SOMETHING WRONG? 


TALKING OF BEING LOWELY, I ABSOLUTELY MUST GO AND SEE GRANDMA IN HER OLD PEOPLE'S HOME. 
SHE MUST REALLY FEEL ALL ALONE. NO ONE CAN HEAR ANYONE ELSE IN THEIR CANTEEN. THEY'RE 
ALL DEAF, IT'S HORRIBLE! BUT DO YOU KNOW WHAT'S EVEN MORE HORRIBLE? MY YOUNGER COUSIN 

15 PREGNANT. I STILL THINK OF HEP AS A BABY HERSELF. 


HAVING SAID THAT, IM THE MIDDLE AGES YOU'D ALREADY BE MARRIED OP IN THE ARMY AT 12. DID YOU 
KNOW THAT WHEN KING BALDWIN AND SALADIN WERE AT WAR THEY WERE 14 AND 27 RESPECTIVELY? 
CRAZY, HUH? NOT TO MENTION ROMEO AND JULIET WHO WERE 17 AND 13. I GUESS WHEN PEOPLE DIED AT 
30, LOVING ONE PERSON FOR YOUR WHOLE LIFE WASN'T NECESSARILY SUCH А LONG. TO THINK, 
GRANDMA LIVED WITH GRANDAD FOR 60 YEARS! I REALLY MUST GO AND SEE HER.. 





WHY AREN'T YOU 
SAYING ANYTHING? 


I WASN'T EVEN TALKING 
ABOUT MY LECTURES! 
SOMETIMES 
DON'T BE SALLY. IT'S JUST THAT IT WOULD BE 


I FEEL LIKE T'M GREAT ۱۶ WE COULD ESTABLISH WORKING 
GETTING ON YOUR HOURS FO? HEART-TO-HEARTS, YOU KNOW? 


NERVES... 


-WHAT A GREAT LISTENER 
НЕ IS.. 
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‘IN THE WORK OF D'ALAMAN, 
DESCRIPTION DOMINATES AND THE 





ACTION IS IN SYMPATHY WITH ІТ. 


/ 


`) 


C— — ^ 


THERE IS MAGIC IN THE MILL 
JUST LIKE ІМ 
HARRY POTTER... 
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50, W 


‘I'M NOT А BIG FAN ОҒ 


GEOFFROY 18 ТМ THE MIDDLE AGES, BODY LANGUAGE 
= WAS A SURVIVAL TOOL IMPORTANT FOR THE ) 
== REPRODUCTION OF THE SPECIES!" 
HA HA HA, ME | HE HE HE! 
NEITHER! 4 
zm 


ka 





Due to the nature of the 


Paris XXII course, such teaching can 
University regrets to only be undertaken and 
inform you that we are remunerated as overtime, 


unable to pay vou for 
the course of lectures 
you have given. 


and you have failed to 

supply evidence of а 
full-time post. Sadly. we 

are not authorised to 
employ part-time staff as 
а primary employer. 
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6000 MORNING, I'M HERE ТО SPEAK TO VOU 
ABOUT THE EMAIL YOU SENT ME.. 


I IMAGWE IT'S JUST A 
MIX-UP? 


STATING THAT 1 
WOULDN'T ВЕ 
PAID FOR THE 

CLASSES I HAVE 

ALREADY GIVEN. 








YOU DIDN'T TELL МЕ 
YOU WERE 
UNEMPLOYED. 






THOSE CLASSES 
CAN ONLY BE PAID 
AS OUT-OF-HOURS 
WORK. 





NO, NO MIX-UP. IT IS ABSOLUTELY 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO PAY YOU. 



















WELL, LISTEN, IT'S NOT 
BUT I DIDN'T KNOW. YOU IMPORTANT: IT'S GOOD 
SHOULD HAVE TOLD ME. EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR 

8 CV, AND AFTER ALL THAT'S THE 
IMPORTANT THING. 
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BUT JEANNE, IT'S 
OUT OF THE 
QUESTION 
THAT YOU LET THEM 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 





IN ANY 
OTHER SECTOR! 


x M THERE'S A PROBLEM BUT AT THE END OF 
" پور دون دو ون‎ қ WITH THE CONTRACT, THE DAY, IT'LL LOOK SORRY, I WAS SURE 
PAY CHECK FOR THE ШЕ CAN'T PAY YOU! GOOD ON YOUR су YOU HAD ANOTHER 
PAST 6 MONTHS. AND THAT'S WHAT JOB! 
— COUNTS! 


AH YES, YOU 
HAVEN'T, HAVE 


HA HA, 
VERY FUNNY! 


YOU COULD COME AND LIVE AT MINE, THAT WOULD 
AT LEAST MEAN LESS RENT TO PAY? 


I'VE BEEN 
THINKING. 













ГМ ACTING AS IF IT'S FOR YOUR SAKE, BUT REALLY IT'S 
BECAUSE I WANT TO GO TO SLEEP NEXT TO YOU EVERY 
NIGHT... 


MORE THAN 
WANT! 







THAT'S WHAT 
I WANT TOO! 

















2 OUT OF 3 PHD 
STUDENTS’ RELATION- 
SHIPS BREAK DOWN IF 
THEY CO-HABIT WITH 








JUST ONE THING YOU NEED 
TO KNOW BEFOREHAND. THE 
STATISTICS ARE BRUTAL: 










НА HA! AND WHAT 
MAKES PHD STUDENTS 
SO UNBEARABLE TO 
LIVE WITH? 







EES 
° I THINK THE MAIN PROBLEM YOULL FEEL 
HMMM.. I DON'T | WILL BE THE HUGE INTIMIDATED AND 
KNOW, ВИТ. INTELLECTUAL SUPERIORITY | YOU'LL HAVE TO 





ILL SOON HAVE OVER YOU! 
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COVER LETTER FOR THE 
ROLE OF MUSEUM GUARD AT 
THE MUSEE D'ORSAY 

Having cultivated a passion for painting, and the 
world of art in general, from a young age, | have 
always dreamed ot spending my days surrounded by 
master pieces. 

Thanks to mu excellent powers of concentration, | 
would be able td monitor the сотта and aoina of 
visitors with faultless vigilance. th mé in the 
room, you can be sure that no one will gs away 


with touching the paintings or talking loudly. 


COVER LETTER FOR THE 
ROLE OF AVTOCVE TECHNICIAN AT FRANCE 2 


эн cultivated a passion for television, and the 


world of production іп general, from a young age, | 
have peu dreamed of Spending my days surrounded 
by TV présenters. 

| have a natural talent for ensuring text scrolls 
smoothly and | have alwaus had a waq with a 
spanner. It would be a real thrill to hear a news 
bulletin and to ensure the text runs speedily, without 
breaking a sweat. 


COVER LETTER FOR THE ROLE OF BALL-GIRL 
AT ROLAND-GARROS 


Having cultivated a passion for tennis, and the 


world of sport in general, from a young age.. 
یه‎ 


A 
N 


| 









YESTERDAY I WAS UNEMPLOYED 
AND TODAY I'VE BEEN PROPELLED 
TO THE HEIGHTS OF THE 
POST-DOC DEPARTMENT! 


DON'T, IT'S 
UNBELIEVABLE. ГЦ. BE RIGHT IN THE 
NERVE-CENTRE.. 


















AT THE HEART OF PARISIAN LITERARY 
LIFE. I'M THINKING SARTRE, DE 
BEAUVOIR, SAINT-GERMAIN-DES PRES, 
LES DEUX MAGOTS..! 










CAN I TELL YOU 
SOMETHING? 





TV | 
| 

ag 
FROM мош ON, TM STEPPING | ۳٣ ٢ | g 


UP: WHEREVER THE ACTION iS, | 
| ۳٢۳50۱66617 e! || ||| vou 
7 рэг ۷7 "i “ Tr и TN | 


d 5 m (NY 


ТИ 


IMPRESSION. 


АТС 
| JEANNE, LET ME INTRODUCE YOU 
Н TO BRIGITTE, WHOM YOU WILL BE 
| ASSISTING! 


BN, ь d х 
V 


“А. 


x 


“ы 











VOU WILL ВЕ DOWS АМ 
ABSOLUTELY ABSOLUTELY 


FASCINATING JOB FOR A FASCINATING 






YOU WILL LEARN ALL 
ABOUT THE MYSTERIES 
OF THE ADMNISTRATNE 
SYSTEM. 







FROM THE INSIDE! 


YOUNG RESEARCHER, 
JEANNE 





WHILE BRIGITTE IS ENROLLWG PHD STUDENTS, YOU WILL BE HELPING OUR RESEARCHERS AND TEACHING STAFF 
TO ORGANISE MAJOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES/ 


mr шаг {ИО 


СЭВХ: 


шш. = il 


ae ЫН ШИН‏ یک 


зе?) 55% ауын 

жауды P а 
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HAN Å тэрс 
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„AND TO DO THIS YOU WILL BE WORKING 
WITH THE GREATEST INTELLECTUALS. 


^w 3 " 





„ТМ ЕРАМСЕ!!! 


WELL, IN PRACTICE, THE JOB 
WILL BE TO RESERVE HOTEL 
ROOMS AND BOOK RESTAURANTS 
FOR SPEAKERS.. 


BRIGITTE, DO YOU HAVE 
ANYTHING TO ADD ABOUT THE 


TASKS THAT WILL FALL TO 
YOUR YOUNG COLLEAGUE? 

















HOPE YOU'RE 
GOOD AT 
FILLING IN 

FORMS! 


AND YOU CAN'T BEGIN TO 
IMAGINE НОООШ MANY 
PEOPLE TRAVEL BY TRAIN IN 
THIS PLACE. 



















BECAUSE WHEN 
RESEARCHERS BUY 
FOOD ATA 
CONFERENCE.. 


ist FORM: A PERSONAL 
DECLARATION OF 
HONOUR 


240 FORM: A DECLARATION 
FROM THE INSTITUTION 














3e» FORM: 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
DECLARATION 





-THEY WANT TO ВЕ 
REIMBURSED FOR THEIR 
MEALS, IN WHICH CASE WE 
HAVE ТО DRAW UP 3 EXPENSE 
FORMS. LET ME GIVE 
YOU AN EXAMPLE: 











I, the undersigned, JEAN DRON, certify that 
I ate а rump steak at the Auberge du Porc 
Róti оп 28th September 2012, during my 
attendance at the international conference 
on “Victor Hugo: Influence and Affluence’, 
organised in collaboration with 
blahblahblah... 














Sorbonne University confirms that ап 
invitation was extended to Monsieur DRON, 
Jean, resident at...blahblahblah, to eat 
roast pork with 4 view to enabling his 
research on Victor Hugo, etc, etc. 















Surname: DRON 
First name: Jean 

Subject: Roast pork 
Date: etc. 


AND THAT'S 
JUST FOR 
STARTERS..! 









AFTER ALL THAT, YOU HAVE TO PLACE THE FORMS IN AN ENVELOPE AND СЕСШАТЕ THEM TO ALL THE 
SIGNATORIES TO BE STAMPED BY THE 8 OBLIGATORY STAMPS REQUIRED FOR REIMBURSEMENT. 


BUT THEN AGAIN.. THE FORMS 
ONLY EVER COME BACK ONCE IN A 4175 ANYONE'S GUESS WHO'S 
BLUE MOON, AND IF THEY DON'T. SITTING ON THEM! 










BUT DON'T WORRY, IF 
THIS ALL SOUNDS 
TOO MUCH WE CAN 
START GENTLY. 
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IT'S JUST й 
SHITTY JOB.. 


AND I'LL MANAGE ~ 


MYSELF A CAST-IRON IT'S JUST А MINOR 


TIMETABLE, SETBACK. 


~SURELY I CAN BEAT ANY 
STUCK-UP SCHOLARSHIP 
IDIOT IF I PUT THE 
HOURS IN. 


A BADLY PAID, 
SHITTY JOB. 
„м 


ТЕ NADAL MANAGED TO WIN 
AGAINST FEDERER. 


IT'S ALL A QUESTION OF 
CONCENTRATION AND, ABOVE 
ALL, ENDURANCE. 




















SAY I GET UP AT 7 AM. 
но, 6.30 АМ For 
A7 AM START. 





LUNCHTIME! THEN 


HALF FOR FILING 
AND ORGANISING 





WORK TILL 







AN HOUR AND A 





d DŘ 










-9 HOURS OF PURE RESEARCH 
EVERY DAY BAR WEDWESDAYS 
AND THURSDAYS! 


: 3 5 , | 
0 | In the offie | in the office | 


| | 





b + 


1 
— 





PLUS 16 HOURS ON SATURDAY 
AND 16 HOURS ON SUNDAY, 
MAKING 64 HOURS OF PURE 

RESEARCH PER WEEK! 


ГМ GOING TO THRASH 
THEM АЦ...! 


-WHICH BREAKS 
MY WORKING DAY 
INTO 3 PERIODS, 





.HMM, AND THEN I PROMISED MYSELF I'D SWIM FoR 


I'D LOVE TO LEARN GERMAN 
TOO. YES, WHY NOT AT LEAST TWO HOURS & WEEK SO I DON'T BECOME 
А FAT PIG! 


THIS YEAR_? 










+ GIVE PAPERS AT INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCES 
+ WRITE ARTICLES FOR PROMINENT 
REVIEWS 
+ BUILD A FRIENVDLY NETWORK OF 
FELLOW RESEARCHERS. 







1 YEARS LATER... 


EE DARGAN 
10:19 RENE ««.......с... 888 эл JEANNE 
Enrollment: ..2-.---44--.................-.. lst YEAR 
SUPOTVAIGOT: «осеовссвевовевевовоевевовевасво A. KARPOV 
КИДШЕ БОЛГОВ?! «.....:......»...4.ш-ш:4.::л.в NONE 


Thesis Subject: “The Labyrinthine Motif in the 
Parable of the Law in Kafka’s The Trial.’ 





1 eee аа ee re cA ec M 2:607 DARGAN 
КАРЕК ШЕШЕП uoa muy Ww Race SR RER иа JEANNE 
e ا‎ аа cence cane RM GE MERE GÀ 2nd YEAR 
БЕРрЕТУІБӨГЕ РТ А. КАКРОУ 
FERGIE м ое. С МОМЕ 
Thesis Subject:..... Fevised a lê ê ê ê êêê 





“The Concept of the Labyrinth in the Parable of 
the Law in Kafka's The Trial.” 


2004 


БАТБЛНБЭ!....а  ааьаааланла?ааа лаа” даажаал DARGAN 
٤ 80117: БОЛ! 66.5.6 00065 606 ЧИ JEANNE 
БИТ ИИ iu дааа вие аена аена 3rd YEAR 
BuperviSOT: ..........-..-.6.-.-.........:- A .KARPOV 
Funding S0O8ree:.sssasseevensrensseraeuneensa NONE 
Thesis Subject: ......... Revised ——— 


"Ihe Labyrinthine Concept of a Motif in the 
Parable of the Law in Kafka” s The Trial.” 
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WELL, NOW, I SIMPLY ON THE CONFERENCE 
CAN'T UNDERSTAND IT. PROMNNIS ти 
ORGANISING, MY NAME 
APPEARS IN THE SAME 
FONT AND SIZE AS 
PAUL АРТ. 


THEY MUST ALL BE REPRINTED, WITH RIGHT. I CAME ТО YOUR 
HIS NAME SHRUNK RIGHT DOWN TO CONFERENCE OW 

12-POINT FONT AND WITH MINE BUMPED RASKOLNIKOV. I'M DOING 

UP TO 48 IN BOLD = THAT WOULD DO Å PHD WITH ALEXANDRE 


PERFECTLY. KARPOV. IT WAS VERY 
INTERESTING! 


WELL, ANYWAY, NEVER MIND 
THAT: KINDLY MAKE THIS 
ESSENTIAL REVISION FOR ME. 


WHEREAS ТИ THE 
PRIMARY 
ORGANISER! 


OH, SO 
ALEXANDRE IS 
SUPERVISING 
SECRETARIES 





2! 
1 ALL RIGHT.. I SUPPOSE I 
SHOULD PROCESS AT 
Å LEAST ONE FILE BEFORE 
I GO. 


/ للا‎ | 
ЗА REALISED A BIT 


^|] EARLIER он, son. J 


4 O'CLOCK, LOOK? 
THAT - I'M OFF TOO IN 
THAT CASE! WHAT А 

| AY. 

IR Jf 

\ —— ЦЭ 

n » V “ы‏ ې 

2! -. «v 


“З- -2! 











IN NEARLY THREE YEARS, JEANNE HAD READ 3,200 WORKS OF LITERARY CRITICISM, WHICH SHE HAD FILED, 
ARRANGED AND SORTED IN HER SHELVING SYSTEM LABELLED ‘PHD RESEARCH". 


aw 





MEANWHILE, SHE HAD DRAWN UP ñ 6q-PAGE PLAN AND THEREFORE HAD A VERY PRECISE IDEA OF THE PHD 
SHE WANTED TO WRITE. 
M _ » 


— o 
| хэмт л | 
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РАКТ 1 j PART 2 | PART 3 










| FI | ALL тнат 


ZEMAINED WAS 
TO ACTUALLY | 
WRITE IT. 
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OOOOH, I READ THESE 
HMM.. ТМ NOT SURE. 4 BOOKS АТ LEAST TWO 
BETTER REVISE MY YEARS AGO NOU. 
I CAN'T REMEMBER THE / 
FIRST THING.. 7 


Ua 





FOR THE PAST 8 MONTHS, EVERY TIME JEANNE TRIED TO START WRITING SHE 
HAD ENDED UP REVISITING BOOKS SHE HAD ALREADY READ. 


HMM.. WHAT 
INTERESTING 
CUPOLAS.. 
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EVERY REREADING MEANT REVISIONS TO HER OVERALL PHD PLAN. 





AS A RESULT, IT WOULD 
ALMOST MAKE MORE 
SENSE TO PUT THE isr | ¿= 
ske „Ж SUB-SECTION OF THE | 
ту МАЛЫГ Ч Чти CHAPTER BEFORE pp 
МАЛ о | 19 THEENDOF3. _ "AN. ГА 
; бус, ren Л À ү : TU if, ; 2 ` ғ” | | / л 
is г 225 - på -- N : "LL / " 
^H NO, SHIT, 


| UNLESS I MERGE 
/THAT KNOCKS OUT PART 492.1.83.3.2.3. 
1.3.21 AND THEN.. WITH PART... 


HOWEY, ГМ 
HOOOOME! 


7 \ ( А 
| | 


а 7 
* 


м " = 


/ N 

| GAH,I HAVEA N 
| FEELING SOMETHING | 

/ ISN'T QUITE RIGHT 

| HERE, BUT WHAT..?! ) 


” 





LOOK WHAT I FOUND! A 
REMOTE-CONTROL DRONE 
FOR YOUR НЕРНЕШ5!! 


VOU CAN'T IMAGINE 

WHAT A SCRUM IT IS 

OUT THERE. TOTAL 
NIGHTMARE! 











I SWEAR, THEY JUST 
BOMBARD ME WITH 
QUESTIONS. THEY 
ШОРТ LEAVE 

ME ALONE, THEY. 







LOIC, WOULDN'T IT I REALLY DON'T WANT TO 
BE МСЕ IF WE GO HOME TO MINE, FOR 


SPENT CHRISTMAS THE SPANISH INQUISITION, 
JUST WITH YOUR y^. 


FAMILY THIS YEAR? 








COME OFF IT, 
THEY'RE JUST IMAGINE IF THEY DIDN'T ASK ANY 


INTERESTED IW QUESTIONS. YOU'D SAY THEY WEREN'T 
INTERESTED - YOU'D BE FURIOUS! 
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WHEN THEY ASK QUESTIONS, 
JUST TROT OUT THE LITTLE 
SPIEL WE PRACTICED YESTERDAY. 
YOU'LL BE GREAT! 
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ERRR, YES. I THINK 
SHE'S JUST 
FINISHING AT THE 
MOMENT ACTUALLY. 


AND WHERE HAS JEANNE 
GOT TO WITH HER PHD? 
HAS SHE FINISHED YET? 


GRANNY, WHY IS 
JEANNE STILL 
DOING ñ PHD? 


NO ONE KNOWS, MY 
DEAR. 









SO, JEANNE, ТЕЦ. МЕ, 
HOW ARE YOU GETTING 
ON WITH YOUR FAMOUS 
PHD? 









I WORK WITH BRIGITTE CLAUDE, WHO 
MANAGES CONFERENCES AND INTERNATIONAL 
SYMPOSIA ON BEHALF OF THE SCIENCE 
BOARD. 






IT'S ACTUALLY REALLY 
GREAT! ALONGSIDE MY 
THESIS, I'M WORKING IN 

EVENTS AT THE SORBONNE! 










C س‎ 















WE'RE REGULARLY IN TOUCH 
WITH THE LEADING 
INTELLECTUALS IN THEIR 
FIELDS/ 







AND HOW ABOUT YOUR 
PHD? WHERE HAVE YOU 
GOT TO? 















YOU KNOW, IT'S VERY 
HARD TO ASSESS... 





| ACTUALLY, NO ONE DOES A PHD 


IN 3 YEARS. IT'S MORE LIKE 4 
GENERALLY. 


OH, SO YOU HAVEN'T STARTED 
WRITING AT ALL? 


COURSE | HAVE 
PARTS AND. 


FOR NOW, I HAVE A VERY, VERY DETAILED PLAN, 
WHICH IS 69 PAGES LONG, AND SO I THINK THE 
WRITING ITSELF WILL BE PRETTY SPEEDY AS A 
RESULT, AS I HAVE 4 VERY, VERY SOUD 
FOUNDATION TO BUILD ON, SO, ERR. 


BUT WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN 
DOING FOR 3 YEARS? 


BUT LOIC, IT'S 
мие! 





IS IT TRUE YOU STOPPED AND THAT DOING A PHD 5 
BEING А TEACHER BECAUSE ALLOWING YOU TO KEEP LIVING 
YOU'RE AFRAID OF LIKE A CHILD? 
GROWING UP AND TAKING 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
YOURSELF? 





Ere. HOW DO THEY COME 
UP UITH THIS STUFF? 

KIDS, HUH? THEY'RE 

UNBELIEVABLE/?/ 








WHY DO YOU WANT TO 
STAY LIKE А CHILD? 


„EVEN THOUGH YOU CAN EAT 
CRISPS WHENEVER YOU WAN 
AND WE CAN'T? 





AAAAH! OUR 
VERY OWN 


RESEARCHER!! : 1 HOW ARE YOU 
| CHRISTMAS, GETTING ON WITH 


OUR FASCINATIM 
RESEARCH? 





ALEX, YCU'RE 
DOING A PHD! 


۱ JUST LIKE 
WELL DONE!) Tree НАС ' JEANNE?! 


WELL, ACTUALLY. I'M STARTING A PHD NEXT WOOOOAAH!/ 
YEAR! 


I'M 4 SCIENTIST WITH 
AN ACTUAL LAB/ 


ЭГ; 


ve РЯ | i Ка, HA, NO, NOT AT ALL. 
р р 


я WOOOORAAH! I WANT то 
I'M GOING TO TRY TO DISCOVER BE LIKE VOU ШНЕН 


HOW TO MAKE HUMANS IMMUNE I GROW UP! 
TO THE COLD! 


ME TOO, 
ME TOO!! 


ГМ GOING TO BE WORKING IN A LAB 
THAT SPECIALISES IN 
EXTREMOPHILE BACTERIA. THEY ФЕ А KIND OF 


OH REALLY? AND 
/ 
WHAT'S THAT? SUPER BACTERIA: 


OH DEAR.. HE'S SETTING 
HIMSELF UP FOR A FALL HERE. 
THEY DON'T GIVE А TOSS... 
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ВИТ.. THAT MEANS THERE MAY WELL ВЕ FORMS OF 
LIFE ON PLANETS PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT TO BE 
UNINHABITABLE?/? 


THAT'S 
FASCINATING. 


WHAT?! THEY'RE 
ACTUALLY INTERESTED? 












IW JANUARY, A GROUP OF 
US FROM THE LAB ARE OFF 
TO й CONFERENCE IN 
ALASKA... 





зел 
y 


AT 
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б » Е 
Е 4% 
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I DON'T KNOW ABOUT В 
YOU, BUT I WAS f 
REALLY IMPRESSED 


DO YOU REALISE THAT AT THE END 
OF HIS THESIS, ALEX MIGHT HAVE 
FOUND OUT HOW TO MAKE US 
IMMUNE TO THE COLD? 


„DON'T YOU EVER WONDER IF YOU COULD 
HAVE DONE, OR MIGHT STILL DO, 
SOMETHING AMBITIOUS, I MEAN FOR 
HUMANITY? 


FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN I GET MY 
CLIENTS ACQUITTED, I'M HAPPY 
ABOUT IT, BUT IT'S OW A SMALL 
SCALE, JUST INDIVIDUAL CASES. 
I DON'T CREATE ANYTHING 
BIGGER. ГМ NO GAME CHANGER, 
YOU KNOW? 





SERIOUSLY, DO YOU REALISE 
WHAT YOU'RE SAYING OR GAAAAAHHH! CAN'T WE 
WHAT? I'M DOING 4 PHD TALK ABOUT ANYTHING 
TOO, YOU KNOW. DO WITHOUT IT COMING BACK 
YOU THINK I'M TO YOUR PHD? 
DOING IT FOR THE 
FINANCIAL GAIN??? 


I'M TALKING ABOUT ME 
FOR ONCE, WHAT I'M 
THINKING ABOUT, OKAY? 
IS THAT ALLOWED? 


NO, BECAUSE THE ONLY 
TOPICS OF CONVERSATION 
POSSIBLE WITH YOU АРЕ AND IF ANYONE TRIES TO 
KAFKA, KARPOV OR THE TALK TO YOU ABOUT 
MISTREATMENT OF PHD ANYTHING ELSE, YOU 
STUDENTS | SYSTEMATICALLY FIND ñ LINK 
i TO BRING THE CONVERSATION 
BACK TO KAFKA! 


IF I SAY TO YOU: 'HEY, YOU REPLY: "TALKING OF THE 
DO YOU KNOW IF THERE'S CINEMA, DID YOU KNOW KAFKA 
ANYTHING GOOD ON AT WANTED TO BE AN ACTOR?’ AND 
THE CINEMA AT THE ВАМ! A MONOLOGUE ON YOUR 
МОМЕНТ?” THESIS, EVERY SINGLE TIME! 
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DON'T WORRY YOU KNOW, I THINK IT'S JUST 
ABOUT IT. BECAUSE ГМ STRESSED OUT BY 
MY CONFERENCE NEXT ШЕЕК.. 


I'VE SPENT HOURS ON МУ 
PRESENTATION, BUT YOU HAVE NO 
IDEA HOW TERRIFIED I AM OF 
TALKING IN FRONT OF EVERYONE! 


THAT'S NORMAL, IT'S THE FIRST TIME 
YOU'LL BE PRESENTING YOUR WORK TO 
OTHER RESEARCHERS. 


I HOPE THEY'LL BE NICE. I'VE HEARD I'VE HEARD IT CAN BE 
STORIES OF PHD STUDENTS GETTING ABSOLUTE CARNAGE FOR 
DESTROYED AT THEIR FIRST NEWBIES. 
CONFERENCE! 
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DETACHED, 
SOPHISTICATED AND 
MYSTERIOUS... 


| „JEANNE DARGAN, WHO WILL 
TO START THE DAY, WE'LL BEGIN WITH A BE TALKING TO US ABOUT THE 


YOUNG DOCTORAL STUDENT.. IMAGE OF THE LABYRINTH 
IN КАЕКА. 

















MANY THANKS, JEANNE, FOR 
THAT FASCINATING PAPER 





AND NOW WE'LL OPEN UP THE FLOOR TO QUESTIONS 


эй № уй wu w А M 








DOES ANYONE HAVE A QUESTION FOR JEANNE DARGAN? 





HA HA! WHAT A BUNCH 
OF LOSERS - THEY 
DIDN'T DARE 
CHALLENGE ME! 


AND NOU! WE'LL HEAR FROM JEAN-LOUIS 
POITEVIN WHO WILL BE TALKING ABOUT 
THE SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 

SIGN IN THE WORK ОЕ. 


щат 
AT THE SAME TIME, IT'S 4 ВТ 
ODD THAT THERE WERE NO 
QUESTIONS AT ALL... 


ЦЕ; 


VERY WELL, MANY, MANY 
THANKS, JEANNE DARGAN, 
FOR YOUR EXCELLEWT 
TALK. 


MAYBE I WAS SO 
TERRIBLE THEY 
DIDN'T HAVE 
ANYTHING TO SAY! 





AND TO CLOSE WHAT HAS 
BEEN A FANTASTIC DAY, 
‘HOPE IN KAFKA". 


) ТРКЕ TO INVITE YOU ALL 
TO STAY FOR A DRINK IN THE 
SAINT-JOHN PERSE ROOM. 


50, JEANNE, ARE YOU RELIEVED 
THE CONFERENCE IS OVER? 


-І DIDN'T GET A 
MOMENT'S SLEEP 
THE WEEK BEFORE! 





I HAD LEARNED MY PAPER OFF BY HEART, AND 
I RECITED IT WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING OWE 
WORD OF WHAT I WAS SAYING, I WAS SO 
TENSE, НА HA! 


GREAT TO HEAR 
YOUR WAR STORIES, 
BUT WHAT ABOUT 
ME? HOW WAS I? 


COME OW, WHATS 
DONE 15 DONE, PUT 
ME OUT OF MY 
MISERY.. 





I'VE GOT TO DASH! BYE, 
JEANNE. SEE YOU VERY 






I CAN'T INTERRUPT 

KARPOV, HE'S DEEP IN 
CONVERSATION WITH THAT | 
OLD LADY. 














| == 





WHO ELSE COULD I ASK 
HOW I WAS 


.I CAN HARDLY STAY 1 
HERE ON MY OWN 
WITHOUT LOOKING LIKE A 
RIGHT LEMON. 


COME ON, 


BE BRAVE. 





WHAT I NEED TO 5 -BECAUSE I 
60 UP TO THE SMALL WOULDW'T KNOW 
WHAT TO SAY TO 
THE BIGGER FISH. 





АН, I WASN'T AT THE 
DID YOU ENJOY THE| | CONFERENCE ACTUALLY, 
CONFERENCE? I'M JUST HERE TO PICK UP 
MY WIFE, WHO WAS. 


BLAH BLAH 
BLAH BLAH 
BLAH BLAH 
BLAH BLAH 
BLAH BLAH 


ANY MINUTE NOW I'M GOING TO 
PANIC AND START BABBLING ON 
LIKE ñN IDIOT. CONTROL 
YOURSELF, JEANNE. iF you 
DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ТО 549: 
SHUT UP! 


i | 
bla bla bla اط‎ ра bla 


bla bla pla bla bla blo 


a 
bla bla bla 


| a 
b rab bla jin bo ia 8 I'M GOING TO GET 
bla 422, bla SOMETHING TO DRINK! 
bla 0 bl b 2 bla bla | 


bla 
bla bla 


bla blabla \ 
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YOUNG LADY? 


HELLO, Ти KAFKA'S BIOGRAPHER | OH, Hi, ме BROD! 
| AND ГР LOVE TO ASK YOU A 
| FEW THINGS ABOUT YOUR / mE ce 

/ 


/ 











Га 


| ERR.. NO, МАХ BROD | —— я "Id 
DIED ІМ 1968. 1 Г м ١ ALSO DEAD! IN 1971. B 
| — — — | VIALATTE! | KAFKA BIOGRAPHER.. 
г “ mum 
SORRY, OF COURSE, 
Ги TERRIBLY TIRED | 


POST-CONFERENCE.. 


WELL.. NEVER 


| HEARD OF You! 


с 


ac 
AIGNE. | та 
ыг Y 





Å 


ч 
Ч 


шош, WHAT © 

Was 27 

THAT RED [AV A 
AY 





I FEEL LIKE I HAVE AN ORIGINAL 
IDEA, BUT I HAVEN'T FOUND МУ 
VOICE, YOU KNOW? 


A BOOK, НЕ SAYS, 'MUST BE THE 
AXE FOR THE FROZEN SEA WITHIN 
US. 





Ч 


- ww 
9 до 


- 


wc & 
Y х хос - 
n dg 


ШІ! 


I REALLY NEED TO 


Å CONCENTRATE он MY THESIS |! 


ee 
ШІП); іг | 


ча ne | | W | 
111111111۳ 
|та iil SS 
IN TRIS: 
S 


KAFKA SAID IT WAS А HORRIFIC 
ACTIVITY, A DARK TUNNEL IN 
WHICH WE LOSE ALL CONTROL. 

















I MEAN, REALLY, IF 
YOU'RE JUST GOING 
TO WRITE А RUN-OF- 
THE-MILL LITTLE 
THESIS, WHAT'S THE 


ТЕ THE BOOK WE'RE 
READING DOESN'T WAKE US 
LIKE 4 BLOW TO THE HEAD, 

WHAT'S THE POINT IN 

READING?’ 


A PHD'S JUST 
THE SAME 


Й 





I HEA? VOU, 
JEANNE, I REALLY DO, BUT 
THE MOST MPORTANT THING 
NOW IS TO GET THE BLOODY 
THING DONE! 


Ч 





I 
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١ JUST SHARE)  ) 











BERTRAND 


| 0 АМ r г) 2 LI DO ! 
I'M BEING TRANSFERRED ТО HAWAII :-)))) 
ANNE 77 


| Ф 123 


WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN DOING, 


OFFLINE FOR 21 DAYS! ANNE DARGA 


HONEYMOONING IN... BRITISH COLUMBIA! 
_ 1022 





W MARIE PICARD 


412, Ч FEBRUARY 1 
HI MARIE! $P BERNARD MONTFORT 


10.34, 4 FEBRUARY 2011 


HEYYY!! ARE YOU STILL 


10.12, 4 FEBRUARY 2011 WORKING NEAR OPERA? 


LOVING THE PHOTOS YOU 
POSTED YESTERDAY! 
10.38, 4 FEBRUARY 2011 


NOPE, I'M UP IN AUBERVILLIERS 
THESE DAYS. 





-KEEP SHARING, 
JEANNE DARGA! 


10.38, 4 FEBRUARY 2011 


AH COOL! SHALL I COME UP AND 
SEE YOU FOR LUNCH SOMETIME? 





JEANNE DARGAN IF YOUR 
MESSAGE 15 EXCITING, TYPE 
"SPEAK! TO SEND ! 







COME ON! DO 
SOME 
WORK!!! 





= 
o 
€ 
> 
à 
5 
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„Гр RATHER HAVE A LONG STINT TOMORROW IT'S SATURDAY. 


THE LIBRARY'S CLOSING AHEAD OF ME, WITH NO TLL GET UP AT DAWN AND 
IN 2 HOURS, IT'S BARELY DISTURBANCES, " I WON'T STOP FOR 


WORTH IT. 


I 
644 
а ји 


8 HOURS STRAIGHT. 


REALLY HELP TO GET SOME 
FEEDBACK FROM KARPOV ОН 


THE THING IS, IT WOULD ] 


AND ГР STOP 
CONSTANTLY 
DOUBTING 


WITH HIS APPROVAL, 
AT LEAST I'D HAVE A 
FIRM BASE ТО 
WORK FROM. 


т! Am m 
^ КР 2: y p وہہ کے‎ 
- i L ЯН 2% Ar mam. ч f 
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IS IT KARPOV, KAFKA, OR THE 
PLIGHT OF PHD STUDENTS? I SENT HIM MY PLAM SIX MONTHS AGO 
٩ AND HE STILL HASN'T GOT BACK TO МЕ.. 


| === WE === 
I MEAN, HOW LONG WOULD IT TAKE HIM NAH JUST GIVE HIM A NUDGE. 
TO READ 69 PAGES? DO YOU WANT TO 


YOU'VE GIVEN HIM SIX a e аны LL 
READ IT AND WE CAN TIME HOW LONG IT] Я] MONTHS, IT'S NOT EXACTLY . 
TAKES YOU? 


ALSO, I WONDER IF I WORDED å es اټ مس‎ 
MY LAST MESSAGE PROPERLY: ue, 
I'LL BE EXTRA CAREFUL THIS | ———Á I 

TIME, HE MAY HAVE TAKEN / ч | DEAR MONSIEUR : 
SOMETHING THE WRONG WAY. NO 











mor (CL pa 2277! 
و‎ ^ BIT COLD, 3 WELL, ‘DEAR MONSIEUR’ 


/ 
г тїт? THEN, THAT WORKS! 


A= NNN NÅ 
TN JN өл 
PN AN 


ISSN 


ERRR.. “HELLO, 
MONSIEUR’. 





JUST WANTED TO DROP YOU A LINE TO CHECK 
YOU HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN.’ NO, ‘DROP YOU А 
LINE’ FEELS TOO INTIMATE, I CAN'T SAY THAT. 


‘HAVING SENT YOU MY WORK ON 2ND 
SEPTEMBER.” НОО, I FEEL LIKE ТМ 
ACCUSING HIM ОР... 


Ти TAKING THE LIBERTY OF 

WRITING TO YOU TO CHECK’. 
WOAH, I'VE GOT TO STOP SAYING NO? YOU SEEM 
‘CHECK’ IT SOUNDS SO STRICT! UNSURE? 


Ти GOING TO 
READ IN BED. 


OH? OH 
WELL, THEN 
I'LL COME 
WITH YOU! 





DON'T YOU 
AGREE? I DON'T KNOW, JEANNE. WHO 
Qi GIVES 4 TOSS! 





‘REGARDS’. NO, TOO 23 
COLD. ‘WARM WISHES' IS 
سپ ېيي‎ n А DEFINITELY WEIRD- 
- DOES IN — 1 Da 
| 
| 
| 


DBVE'. JU Е 
N'T WORK 4 
= WRITING. 
22| тЇ | 
ЯТ 4E coal | ‘YOURS FAITHFULLY’ IS A 
с” | | = ا‎ BIT MUCH.. 
Jrr>= سک‎ = ; 
— I | р я M i 
کا لات‎ J > BY t 
{ЇЙ 2 = : ^ | 7 < 
==] N | / 


OTHERWISE I COULD 60 ON THEN, VERY BEST 
PUT 'BEST WISHES’: PROFESSIONAL, VET 
WISHES’ - FORMAL STILL WARM. 
BUT FRIENDLY. 


LOIC! LOIC, Гм DONE! I 
THINK YOU'LL LIKE WHAT 
I'VE WRITTEN’ 





PSSST! Loic! I'VE 
DONE SOMETHING 
TERRIBLE. 





I SAID SOMETHING TERRIBLE Ш 

THE EMAIL I SENT KARPOV. YOU 

CAN'T IMAGINE HOW AGGRESSIVE 
IT SOUNDS! I WROTE: 


DO YOU REALISE HOW 
AGGRESSIVE AND RUDE 
THAT SOUNDS? IT'S 
TERRIBLE! HE'LL BE 
SHOCKED, 


AND INSTEAD, WHAT I WROTE 
SOUNDS LIKE CRITICISM, A CUTTING 
REPROACH 


1 WAS SURPRISED NOT TO HEAR BACK 
FROM YOU SINCE I SENT YOU MY 69 PAGE 
PLAN ON 2ND SEPTEMBER. 


BUT, YOU SEE, WHAT I REALLY MEANT 
WAS ‘USUALLY YOU RESPOND 
STRAIGHTAWAY, AND SO IT SURPRISED ME, 
SINCE YOU, OF ALL PEOPLE, ARE ALWAYS 
SO PROMPT TO REPLY. 

YOU SEE? 


I HAD EVERYTHING UNDER CONTROL, AND 
NOW EVERYTHING'S SCREWED, I 
SCREWED IT ALL UP. I SHOULD GO BACK 
TO TEACHING, I. 





Dear Monsieur, 


I realised on rereading that my previous message 
could be misinterpreted аз а demand to respond 
swiftly to all my messages. Of course this 
isn't what I intended and naturally you can read 
my work whenever it suits you. Please forgive me 
for being so tactless. 


Best wishes, 
Jeanne 


JEANNE, BUT 
LEAVE THE POOR 
GUY ALONE! 
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TWO MONTHS! IT'S BEEN AGES. I 
SHOULD HAVE ASKED HIM TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF MY 
EMAILS, IF IT TURNS OUT HE NEVER 


| || سه یس 
ль |‏ > 


pud, \ 





SO, I'M HERE ABOUT A 
DELICATE ISSUE.. 


SO, I'M HERE ABOUT A 
DELICATE ISSUE... 


SO, I'M HERE ABOUT A 
DELICATE ISSUE. 


I'M JOINT SUPERVISED BY TWO 
DIRECTORS OF STUDIES WHO 
HATE EACH OTHER. 


I'M IN MY SEVENTH YEAR AND 
MY SUPERVISOR WON'T 
RE-ENROLL ME. 


ONE OF МУ PHO STUDENTS HAS 


FALLEN IN LOVE WITH ME. I CAN'T 


CONTINUE 45 HIS SUPERVISOR. 
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AND MY ITALIAN SUPERVISOR 
HAS SAID HE WON'T COME 
TO MY VIVA IF MY FRENCH 
SUPERVISOR IS THERE! 











I'VE ALREADY WRITTEN S42 
PAGES! I'VE NEARLY 
FINISHED! IF I STOP NOW 
ГЦ. HAVE TO THROW 7 
YEARS’ WORK IN THE BIN! 


AT THE BEGINNING, HE WROTE 
ME AN EMAIL EVERY MONTH, 
THEN ONE А DAY, THE 
HANDWRITTEN LETTERS 
STARTED COMING AND NOW I'M 
AFRAID HE'S GOING TO START 
TURNING UP ON MY DOORSTEP! 











ALL T HAVE TO DO IS 62) 
AND SEE KARPOV AFTER 
HIS LECTURE. ат LEAST | 
THEN I CAN STOP | | 
WORRYING ABOUT m^ 


OH! IT'S THE GIRL 
FROM 
THE OFFICE! 


ALEXANDRE KARPOV 15 AWAY 
FROM 21ST MARCH TO 17TH 
APRIL AT A SEMINAR IN ROME: 
BRINGING FRENCH RESEARCH 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
STAGE. 








| 


“ 


— 











COME ON, JEANNE, THE 
LIBRARY CLOSES IN 2 HOURS. 
STOP THINKING - WORK 


4 





THAT ШАУ - BAM! - HE'LL 


BE REMINDED OF МЕ BUT 
WITHOUT ANY PRESSURE. 


سنا 
L‏ 


ЖТ 


ASKING SOME UNRELATED QUESTIONS. 





WHAT I COULD DO MAYBE IS SEWD HIM AN EMAIL 





AGAIN. 


31 CAN'T BEAR WAITING ANY 
LONGER.. I CAN HARDLY CHASE HIM 





کر 
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SHINT.. ITS TRUE SHE'S )- 
BEEN TRYING TO GET IN 
TOUCH FOR MONTHS.. 





DEAR MONSIEUR, GNIGNIGNMIGNIN.. PERIOD 
OF DOUBT BLAHBLAHBLAH.. WHICH IS WHY 
I WANTED TO ASK YOU.. 





ask you the 11 following questions: 

In Antigone, Sophocles writes 'Man walks nowhere.' He adds that this 
doesn't only apply to the present, but to the future and the infinite 
succession of time. With all possible paths before him, he walks 
nowhere no matter what happens. Immobility is impossible yet every- 
thing is ephemeral and fluctuating. 

QUESTION: Do you think that what exists purely through change can 
only be modified by the very fact that it changes? 

For Proust, it was impossible to distinguish between total oblivion 
and total knowledge. He describes an excess of knowledge as an indis- 
tinct vision of all things, compounded by an inability to make sense 
of anything at all. It brings with it paralysis, an inability to 
think: the observer is drowned in a flood of memories. 

QUESTION: Do you know if Proust talked about the paralysis of thought 
in In Search of Lost Time, and if so, where exactly? 

3. 

Metaphysics, i.e. everything that one might claim to be knowledge 
beyond experience, that is to say observed phenomena, or that which 
is determined by nature in one sense or other, can be considered by 
Kafka as the expiatory form that 


CAN I PLAY DEAD AGAIN 
WITHOUT SEEMING LIKE A 
BASTAPD.? 





COME ON, COURAGE, DEEP DOWN A oa 1 Dear 
PHD STUDENT IS LIKE A COCKER Ad 245 Jeanne, 
SPANIEL LOOKING FOR AFFECTION. = GJÆR 





Your questions are highly pertinent I've been thinking about your 
and clearly show how far you've come research а lot recently. 
in your thinking 





I think that an exhaustive In fact, his approach to questions of 
reading of the work of JUSTICE and the ABDICATION OF THE 
Schopenhauer and the WILL would bring a powerful 
relevant critical works philosophical perspective to your 
would more than answer work. 


your fascinating 
questions. 





Get in touch аз soon аз 
you have read it all and 
let's arrange a meeting to 
discuss. 












GN 


иг 
på 


а} 


(ма: 


Look forward to 
hearing from you 
soon, 

А.К. 





WELL. THAT SHOULD 
KEEP HER BUSY FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE 
AT LEAST.. 





A 


ES ETE 


| Үг л ээс: сте 
Bape 
Si | 

`. ¿um та um аа 


SO HOU'S IT GOING NOT GREAT IF I'M HONEST. 
WITH THE PHD? I CAN'T SEEM TO GET -І THOUGHT I WAS ALMOST THERE, 


ANYWHERE WITH IT, IT'S BUT I'VE STILL GOT THE CONCLUSION 
HIDEOUS... О WRITE, FOOTNOTES, BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
I'VE BARELY STARTED REALLY! 


I NEED TO REWORK ALL MY 
HEADINGS, ТИ SURE THERE 
ARE TYPOS ALL OVER THE 
















I WANTED TO GET DOWN TO WRITING, SO 
SENT KARPOV MY PLAN TO GET HIS VIEWS 
AND INSTEAD OF READING IT НЕ 5 GOT МЕ 
READING THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
SCHOPENHAUER. 


HE DUMPED ALL HIS SHITTY JOBS ON 
ME FOR 3 YEARS, I WORKED LIKE A DOG 
FOR HIM. 


AN A 
RUM 


MCA 1 
دا‎ 3 


SINCE HE STARTED SUPERVISING THAT 
MORON SEBASTIAN, I FEEL LIKE HE'S 
TOTALLY LOST INTEREST IN ME. 


ARE YOU REALLY GOING TO READ 
ALL THAT SCHOPENHAUER? 


сс 





РҒЕТ... TYPICAL! HE'S 
DRIVING ME NUTS AT 


THE MOMENT. 





AND NOU WHEN I SEND 
HIM CHAPTERS HE 
COMES BACK TO ME 


"YOUR WORK 15 TRULY 
EXCELLENT, CONTINUE 
IN THIS VEIN. 


I FEEL LIKE AW OLD DISCARDED 
MISTRESS, ON THE SHELF 
BEFORE I'VE EVEN SUBMITTED.. 


BE CAREFUL: THAT STUFF MESSES 
WITH YOUR HEAD. 


OH REALLY? 
THAT BAD? 










LIFE OSCILLATES LIKE A 
PENDULUM, FROM RIGHT TO 
LEFT. 





-то 
BOREDOM. 






OH, I SEE 
WHAT YOU 





MAN EXISTS IN А STATE OF PAINFUL DESIRE FO? EVERYTHING HE LACKS. 





WHEN MAN OBTAINS WHAT ONCE HE DESIRED, THE LACK IS APPEASED, AND SATISFACTION LASTS FOR 
3 MINUTES, THE TIME IT TAKES TO BECOME AWARE OF IT. 
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BUT ONCE THE РАМ OF ABSENCE IS АРРЕЙЗЕР. 


WE АРЕ CLUTCHED 
BY A VOID. 


HS 


HUMAN LIFE CONSISTS OF MOVING CONSTANTLY FROM DESIRE BORN OF ABSENCE, 


AND THE TEDIUM OF SATISFACTION 
pA а VHOWEVER..?! 
| 267 












ТИ THRILLED TO BE WORKING 
WITH YOU. YOU HAVE A RARE 
ANALYTICAL GIFT, YOU KNOW. 





ОН MY GOD, ТМ 0 
AND CAN FIND МО WATER! МУ OH, plen ES 
THROAT, MY POOR THROAT! - 
p ae. 








- BUT I ADMIT THAT WHAT I 
LOVE MOST ABOUT YOU 15 
YOUR HUMOUR AND WIT. 










HA HA, YOU'RE 
HILARIOUS, I LOVE 


IT MAKES 4 CHANGE FROM THAT OLD 
FUSSPOT JUSTINE MARTHE, I CAN 
TELL YOU THAT MUCH! 
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шнат5 
THIS?! 













STOP! ГМ питка 
نو ردي‎ BEATING UP 
YOU, STOP! TM 


KARPOV! 





THE EMPTINESS AND MONOTONY OF THE ISOLATED SELF PRODUCES A 
NEED FOR SOCIETY. THIS BRINGS PEOPLE TOGETHER, ONLY FOR THEIR 
MANY OFFENSIVE QUALITIES AWD INTOLERABLE FAULTS TO DRIVE THEM 
APART AGAIN. 
















JEANNE, I HAD NO IDEA 
YOU WERE A BLACKBELT 
IN KUNG FU, I. 


WELL, NO, YOU 
SEE, I GREW UP 
ON AN ESTATE AND 
I HAD TO TAKE 
CARE OF MYSELF! 


GAAAAH! COME ОМ, 
CONCENTRATE, FOR 
GOD'S SAKE! 






THE EMPTINESS AND MONOT: OF THE ISOLATED SELF PRODUCES A NEED FOR 
SOCIETY. THIS BRINGS PEOPLE TOGETHER, ONLY FOR THEIR MANY OFFENSIVE 
QUALITIES AND INTOLERABLE FAULTS TO DRIVE THEM APART AGAIN... 












WHAT й STROKE OF 
LUCK YOU HAPPENED 
TO BE PASSING ВУ! 


BUT, JEANNE, YOU 
PLAY THE РАНО SO | 
MARVELLOUSLY TOO! ` 
IS THE?E NOTHING 
YOU CAN'T DO?! 
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WD TO ACCOMPLISH ALL سح‎ 

THAT WITH LEUKAEMIA. IT YES, I ADMIT THINGS HAVE 

MUST HAVE BEEN TOUGH BEEN HARD, BUT I DON'T 
HAVE TIME TO WALLOW IN 





| f JEAAAANNE, WHAT'S ALL 
THIS MESS? 
/ 
МА: SERIOUSLY! 
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І SPEND ALL WEEK АТ THE OFFICE, I 
HAVE 2 ARTICLES TO WRITE, ALL OF 

SCHOPENHAUER ТО GET THROUGH - AND 

| A THESIS TO WRITE.. 


WHAAT! JUST 
BECAUSE ТИ 
WORKING FROM HOME 
DOESN'T MEAN ТМ 
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EXCUSE МЕ, ТМ CONCENTRA- 
TING HERE, IF I STOP NOW 
TLL FORGET WHAT I WANTED 


TO WRITE.. 


SHALL WE EAT OUT 
TONIGHT? I CAN'T BE 
BOTHERED TO COOK 


NAH, DON'T 
WORRY, I 
PICKED UP 

SOME 

BANANAS ON 

MY WAY BACK. 





T a e -S 
Ë 94 å —— 


WHAT SHALL I SAY TO STEPHANE 
AND CARO ABOUT THE WEDDING? ARE 


N | Г YOU COMING? 
Wise ER à I ESN UNT 
| if 


FINE UNTIL YOU 












BUT YOU'RE SICK OF 
NOOO, I'M SICK OF EVERYTHING, JEANNE.. WE 
WEDDINGS. HAVEN'T DONE ANYTHING FOR 
THE PAST YEAR! 








WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME 
WE ACTUALLY DID 
SOMETHING TOGETHER? 


WHAT MAKES 
WELL, WHEN WE 


WENT TO 
AMBROISE'S 








YOU MOANED ABOUT GOING THE WHOLE WAY THERE, 
YOU WERE TOTALLY DEPRESSED, YOU FOUND 
EVERYONE AWKWARD AND ANNOYING, WE LEFT AT 
MIDNIGHT, WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT? 


NM ех 
ОН YEAH, IT'S 
TRUE, IT WAS 


BUT YOU THINK 
EVERYTHING'S 


> THIS ANY MORE! (|) 
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, NO ONE CAN COUNT ON YOU 
AREN'T YOU TIRED OF LIVING VOU JUST HANG AROUND 
LIKE AN ETERNAL STUDENT ІМ ANY MORE, YOU NEVER SEE 

THE HOUSE IN YOUR OLD 
EXAM MODE?? ANYONE BECAUSE YOU'RE 
” CONSTANTLY OVERWHELMED + ده د وا‎ оз 
WITH WORK. 


/ 
2 


YOU HATE TEACHING, YOUR РНО 5 A 
PAIN: HAVE YOU EVE? THOUGHT TO 
ASK YOURSELF IF THE REAL PROBLEM 
MIGHT BE YOU? 


GET SOME WORK DONE 
AND CONSTANTLY WHINING 


FIND AN ‘IT’S OVER, 
APARTMENT YOU با‎ JEANNE. шал 


САМ AFFORD ON 7 
Г NO, BUT WAT. 
IT'S. YOU 
| DON'T MEAN. ?) 
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WE ARE IN THE SITUATION OF TRAVELLERS 
IN A TRAIN... 


THAT HAS MET WITH AN ACCIDENT IN A TUNNEL, 
AND THIS AT A PLACE WHERE THE LIGHT OF THE 
BEGINNING САМ NO LONGER BE SEEN.. | 


HT OF THE END 15 SO 
SMALL A GLIMMER THAT THE GAZE 
MUST CONTINUALLY SEARCH FOR IT 
AND IS ALWAYS LOSING 
IT AGAIN... 





inl 
| 


سيوا 
-АМО FURTHERMORE, BOTH THE BEGINNING‏ 
AND THE END ARE NOT EVEN‏ 
CERTAINTIES.‏ 
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E PS 
NF" 
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I SHOULD GET 
READY FOR THE 
WEDDING.. WHAT A 
PAIN, I NEVER GET A 
CHANCE TO STOP_ 


WHAT WAS HE | 
REALLY TRYING E 
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Ten 1, 
| THE FIRST LETTER | Í 
А] Feon st pau то | | 
АЙ THE CORINTHIANS. 
| | | | 
| 1 "ON 
Л f A NL. | 











I JF I HAVE NOT LOVE, I AM AND WHAT ` 
IF I SPEAK WITH THE BECOME AS SOUNDING ABOUT JEANNE? 
TONGUES OF MEN, AND OF BRASS, OR A TWKLING DOES SHE ----- 
— 5 NOT CYMBAL’ | "wes w No, WE | 
- зэ?” DESPAR. | 
b Lo 
! TU ! 








.BUT SHE GETS VERY TETCHY, SO 
WE'VE STOPPED TRYING. WHAT CAN 


YOU DO! | 





32. WE HAVE TRIED TO INTRODUCE 
HER TO SOME VERY NICE BOYS - 
FRANCOISE MARTIN'S SON, FOR 
EXAMPLE, HE'S A VERY GOOD CATCH.. 











NE um EE coner NN 
AT THE END OF THE DAY, NOW | 


N M SHE'S GONE BACK TO к | 
SHE'S BEEN TELLING US | \ е ПО SHE HAS А HUGE PILE 
| TEACHING, HER PHD'S MORE A 
SHE'S FINISHING HER PHD | | Доли ил ат OF PAPERS ON НЕК 
FOR THE PAST ТШО YEARS. | : | DESK MARKED: 
\ al reca WERE VERY WORRIED. SHE | d 
Кл” DOESN'T HAVE A LIFE, SHE'S | s 
: : PUTTING EVERYTHING OFF е N ын 
AFTER SHE'S HANDED ІТ IN! | ^ 
| Re a dre | 
ёс. Ca | | | Ыы 


“АР I DELIVER UP MY BODY ТО ВЕ 


I DON'T EVEN THINK SHE BURNED, BUT HAVE NOT LOVE, I GAIN 
NOTHING. ” 4, 
| 


HAS A VALID SOCIAL SECURITY 
LET'S HOPE SHE |, 
FINDS SOMEONE ) 
TONIGHT! 
Nr ll 
- ^ 


N 


с 








COOL THAT YOU CAME! 


HAVE YOU FINISHED THREE CORRECTIONS TO 
YOUR PHD? Í ` MAKE AND ГЫ. BE DONE! 
š HOW ARE YOU?! 


7 =- | E S 


Л + 


НА HA, THE JOYS OF 
BEING IN OUR THIRTIES! 
DON'T WORRY, МҮ ВЕЦУ 5 
HUGE AND I HAVE A BIG 
BUM TOO THESE DAYS! 


NO BUT TM — AAAAAH! АН, 


PREGNANT, YOU IDIOT! i : WELL.. THAT'S, 
, THAT'S, ERR, 





.FINDIMG А NANNY IS SUCH A 
NIGHTMARE, OF COURSE. 
_SO SICK OF PAYING THERE ARE ABSOLUTELY NO 


RENT LIKE MUGS! 


WE'D BEEN TRYING FOR OVER A YEAR WITH 
МО JOY, SO I STARTED TO THINK, SHIT, AM I INFERTILE 


FUCK, HAVE I 


š BEEN 
š HIBERNATING 
AH GREAT, AT FO? 20 
LEAST THEY HAVE 


SOME VEGETABLES 
OW THE MENU! 











МОРЕ! ТМ 


BARRICADING 
MYSELF 
М TO FINISH 


STOCKING UP ON 
SUPPLIES. 



















AH, ARE YOU 
DOING A 
PHD? 


WHEN T WAS YOUNG! 


BUT IT DIDWT 
LEAD TO 
ANYTHING 

MUCH... 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE 
SECOND SECTION, WHICH 
HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH 

THE REST.. 





NOTICED ІТ 


GOD, I'M JUST SO 
BORED WITH ІТ... 
REREADING WHAT I'VE 
WRITTEN MAKES ME 
WANT TO VOMIT... 


JUST THE IDEA OF 
REWRITING A LINKING 
PASSAGE 15 GIVING ME A 
HEADACHE.. 


WHAT'S THIS, а | 
TRAP DOOR? / 


/ 


бози aso ња te دغه‎ 


NO, JEANNE, 
STOP LOCKING 
FOR 
НЕШ LINES OF 
ARGUMENT. JUST 
FINISH NOW. 


Еночен 5 
ENCUGH.. 


"эмы, ын 





Tor кана в” ړ‎ 


L у ka 5 
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JEAN-EUDES, WHERE 
HAVE YOU GOT TO WITH 
THE ACADEMICS? 


pi i | АС ч 
THEY'VE ASKED US TO STOP |, je 


CUTTING POSTS, AND 
DEMANDED LOWER 
PRODUCTIVITY TARGETS. 


„YOU HAVE TO OUTLINE 


EVEN A FIRST-YEAR CLEAR TARGETS AWD | 
BUSINESS STUDENT KNOWS || | PROMISE TO MEET THEM 


USTEN, I MYSELF HAD .DOUBT AND UNCERTAINTY ARE 
TROUBLE FOLLOWING THEIR THE GREATEST ASSETS FOR 
LINE OF ARGUMENT. IT'S THE AMBITIOUS RESEARCHER. 
PRETTY BAFFLING. THEY 
SAY THAT... 





AND IF THEY COULDN'T FIND A 
IF I UNDERSTOOD CORRECTLY, IN SEEKING BETTER ОНЕ! 
АМ ANSWER ТО A QUESTION. 


-THESE GUYS KEEP 
OW QUESTIONING 
WHETHER THEY'RE 
ASKING THE RIGHT 
QUESTION IN THE 
FIRST PLACE. 


A BETTER 
WHAT? А BETTER 
QUESTION? 


AT THE END OF THE DAY, JEAN-EUDES, WHEN 
YOU WANT TO SEE RESULTS, YOU HAVE TO 60 
FOR IT. VOU CAN'T STOP AND START EVERY 
FIVE SECONDS TO ASK IF YOU SHOULD BE 
GOING IN Å DIFFERENT DIRECTION! 


THEY CARRY OUT RESEARCH 
WITHOUT THE NEED TO PRODUCE ly 
MEASURABLE RESULTS. 


AND THAT IF EINSTEIN HAD BEEN 
FORCED TO DO SHORT-TERM 
APPLIED RESEARCH, HE WOULD 


IN OTHER WORDS, THEY SAY, 
‘FIRST DO THE RESEARCH, THEN 
LET'S SEE WHAT WE FIND? 
NEVER HAVE COME UP WITH THE 
THEORY OF RELATIVITY. 





A PEN: A FORM. 
THIS HAS TO STOP. FROM A RULER: Å FORM. 


NOW ON THEY'LL т» А ТЕ5Т TUBE? 
HAVE TO JUSTIFY EVERY 7 \ BAM! А FORM. 
EXPENSE. o THEY WANT A 
- MICROSCOPE? LET 
THEM FILL OUT A 
REQUEST FORM. 


WE DON'T NEED MORE 
RESEARCHERS. WE NEED 
EFFECTIVE гЕ5ЕйеснЕР5. 


MAKE THE FUNDING APPLICATION PROJECTS THAT OFFER A CLEAR 


PROCESS MORE COMPLICATED. AND PRECISE FIELD OF 
APPLICATION. 


NEED RESULTS. 





are not 
commodities 





WHAT CAN I GET MMM.. Ким. AHHH- А ARE YOU SUBMITTING 


YOU LADIES? SMALL CRANBERRY 


NEXT WEEK? 


JUICE PLEASE! 


JEANNE, SORRY TO BUTT IN 
BUT I CAN'T HELP IT, I HAVE 
ТО TELL YOU: 


I'VE JUST GOT A JOB ASA 
JUNIOR LECTURER AT 
NANTES UNIVERSITY! 


YOUR GOAL AT PRESENT IS TO 
OBTAIN 4 QUALIFICATION THAT 
ALLOWS YOU TO APPLY FOR 
UNIVERSITY POSTS. 


I JUST CAN'T BELIEVE IT. YOU | 
CAN'T IMAGINE HOW HARD IT'S POST-PHD: 


BEEN SINCE I SUBMITTED. | YOUR MISSION | 


on и 
ISN'T OVER? 


ONCE YOU HAVE SECURED THE | | 
AFOREMENTIONED QUALIFICATION, 
YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT OTHER CANDIDATES 
APPLICATIONS FOR JUNIOR COMPETING FOR THE 
LECTURER POSTS. SAME VACANCY. 


THERE WILL BE 10,436 





ALTERNATIVELY, IF YOU ARE | .BOTH OPTIONS OFFER LITTLE OR NO 
РЕТЕРРЕР BY THE STATIS- | STABILITY AND NEVE? LAST МОРЕ THAN 
TICS, YOU MIGHT CONSIDER ñ 10 MONTHS, BUT IT'S 4 GOOD WAY TO WAIT 
POST-DOCTORATE ABROAD, OF FOR А JOB TO COME UP. 

GOING BACK TO TEACHING 


UNDERGRADS PART-TIME. (ан VES, THAT 
SOUNDS GOOD. 


ке. 





HERE AT THE UNIVERSITY ШЕ DETES 
TALK OF MONEY. WE ARE INTERESTED 
IN PASSION, AND THE DESIRE FOR 
KNOWLEDGE. 










YOU'RE NOT 
MOTIVATED BY MONEY, 
ARE YOU? 


HMMM. WELL, 
WE SHALL 


SEE 


AH YES,NO, 
OF COURSE 





50, I STARTED SENDING 4 WHILE TRYING TO FIND OUT 


OUT HUNDREDS SOME INFORMATION ABOUT 
OF APPLICATIONS. THE ACTUAL JOBS, 


BECAUSE.. 


AFTER YOUR PHD, YOU'RE IN THIS GIANT PROFESSIONAL NO-MAN'S-LAND. YOU HAVE ABSOLUTELY МО STRUCTURE! 


I THOUGHT I'D 
REACHED ROCK 
BOTTOM ШНЕН 


— ^ | l “4% ы 1 i | 
^ uam p p à 


қы; 


BERTRAND CARODIN, THAT HORRIBLE SNEAK, HAD JUST 
DOWE HIS VIVA ON EXACTLY THE SAME 
RESEARCH — AS ME. 


y THAT GUY WILL STOP AT | 
NOTHING TO GET WHAT HE | 


A JOB CAME UP IN NANTES HE SLEPT WITH ONE OF 
THAT WAS PERFECT FO? THE COMMITTEE SO THE JOB 
BOTH OF US. GUESS WHAT WOULD BE PERSONALLY TAILORED 


THAT BASTARD DID = то юм 


THE JOB DESCRIPTION 
MATCHED HIS CV BULLET 
POINT BY BULLET POINT! 
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BUT THAT MORON WAS OUT 
OF LUCK: I'VE WORKED SO 
HARD OVER THE PAST 
FEW YEARS THAT I HAD 
EVERY SINGLE LAST 
CRITERION ON MY CV. 


A YEAR GIVING GRAMMAR LESSONS TO 
DISADVANTAGED ADULTS, CHECK AGAIN, 
TRAINING IN AFRICAN PHILOSOPHY, 
CHECK CHECK CHECK! 


ÉCOLE NORMALE 
UP! 


TWO MONTHS 
TEACHING 
AT YALE, 
CHECK! 


A YEAR'S TEACHING IN 
ASIA, CHECK! 


EXCEPT THA 


SO WHEN'S 
YOUR VIVA? 
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ON TUESDAY AT 2 PM, IN THE 
FRANCIS PONGE ROOM. 


I WEED TO FIND 
SOMEWHERE NEAR THE 
SORBONNE FOR DRINKS 

AFTERWARDS. 


OH LOOK, ТНЕРЕ S ИЕШЕ! 
РАМ, THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
SELECTION COMMITTEE FOP 

THAT JOB COMING UP IN 


nil ff E 
NUM 
av 


ж- , 
ЦУЛ: 
ү и 
1 I و‎ 


IT'S A NIGHTMARE, 
THERE'S NOTHING BUT HOTEL 
RECEPTION ROOMS ROUND ТНЕКЕ, 
THEY'RE MEGA EXPENSIVE, AND 
APPARENTLY YOU CAN'T JUST GO ТО 4) 


A BETTING SHOP. 


EXCUSE ME, I JUST 
WANTED TO KNOW IF 
YOU'D HAD THE CHANCE 
TO READ MY FIRST 









DARLING, IT'S YOUR MOTHER! 50!!! 
ARE YOU READY? THE BIG DAY! 

















YOUR PANEL 15 ALREADY HERE TOO: KARPOV 
TURNED UP LOOKING VERY SMART, AND НЕ. АН! 
AUNTY CAROLINE IS HERE! CARO, ГМ ON 
THE PHONE TO JEANNE! 






non ш — 
ОН MY GOSH, EVEN Ти SICK WITH NERVES. 
I CAN'T IMAGINE HOW YOU'RE FEELING! SO, 
TO MAKE SURE ШЕРЕ THERE ON TIME 
YOUR DAD HAS GONE TO PICK UP YOUR 
GRANDPARENTS FROM RUEIL.. 







SHE SENDS HE? LOVE, MY DEAR! 
WE'RE ALL WAITING FOR YOU! SEE 
YOU IN A MO! WE CAN'T WAIT! 





JEANNE, I CAN'T TELL YOU HOW MUCH I | 
MISS YOU. THEY LUMPED ME WITH А GUY IM 50 STRESSED OUT, 
WHO DOES NOTHING BUT WORK. VOU CAN'T IMAGINE! 


ШЕ WANTED TO 
wart FOR YOU 
BEFORE GONG IN! 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR JOB, 
JUSTINE! 


7 XR — 
MADELEINE, HAVE YOU SEE 


THE SIZE OF HE? THESIS? 
IT MUST BE AT LEAST 
700 PAGES LONG! YES, IT'S A ЗНАМЕ THEY 
<y DON'T TEACH THE 
IMPORTANCE OF BREVITY 
THESE DAYS. 


I JUST LOVE THESE MOULDINGS, 
ARNOLD. DO YOU THINK WE COULD I'M NOT MAD ABOUT 
PUT SOME WOOD PANELLING IN JEANNE'S DRESS. 
THE LOUNGE? IT JUST LOOKS WHAT DO YOU 
CLASSY! THINK? 








‘HOW, IN THIS SHORT LIFE, SO SWIFTLY OVER, ACCOMPANIED BY AN ENDLESS, IMPATIENT 
WHIRRING, CAN YOU POSSIBLY GO DOWN A STAIRCASE? IT'S IMPOSSIBLE! THE TIME YOU HAVE 
BEEN GRANTED IS SO BRIEF. 


= | 










WHY IS IT THAT YOU DIDNT EMPLOY THE METHODS І 
QUTLINED Ш MY SEMNAL WORK W THE COURSE OF 
YOUR RESEARCH? 





THAT'S AN EXCELLENT QUESTION, 
THANK YOU FOR ASKING, I 
WANTED TO DEVOTE MY FUTURE 
RESEARCH ТО 4 STUDY OF 
THOSE VERY METHODS, WHICH IS 

SURE TO GREATLY ENRICH МҮ Ж 
МЕХТ PROJECT. 











VS 











E 


" 
Ы 
у 
7% 
1 
- 


jf 


8 


178 


-ТНАТ BY WASTING A SINGLE SECOND, VOU HAVE ALREADY AND SO WHEN YOU COMMIT TO A PATH, 
WASTED A LIFETIME, WHICH LASTS NOT A MOMENT LONGER, PERSEVERE AT ALL COSTS, YOU САМ ONLY 
ONLY AS LOUG AS THE TIME YOU WASTE! GAIN FROM IT, YOU RUN NO RISKS: 





AND SO SHOULD YOU FIND THAT NOTHING LIES BEHIND 
THESE DOORS, NOTHING IS LOST - FIND OTHE? 
STAIRS TO CLIMB! 


PERHAPS YOU STRIDE TOWARDS CATASTROPHE, 

BUT IF, AFTER THE FRST STEPS, YOU HAD 
TURNED AND GONE BACK DOWN, YOU WOULD HAVE FAILED 
FROM THE OUTSET, YOUR FAILURE NOT 
PROBABLE BUT CERTAIN. 





AS LOWG AS YOU KEEP CLIMBING, VOU WILL ALWAYS FIND STEPS LEADING UPWARDS: 
BENEATH YOUR ASCENDING FEET, THEY WILL MULTIPLY TO ٣ 


BUT WHAT'S SHE 
ACTUALLY GONG TO DO 
NOW SHE'S 4 DOCTOR? 


n | GOD KNOWS, BUT SHE 
TOLD ME SHE'S 
ORGANISED SOME 
DRINKS! 





